Halloween Ideas

Kari:

    This is a bit of a twist on what you asked about, but our SU is doing what we call an "Enchanted Trail". 

    Various troops from our SU do small "skits" at a local cabin in the metroparks and instead of it being FOR the girls its done BY the girls and everyone in the surrounding communities are invited to attend.

    Basically, its a haunted trail without the haunting.  The skits we do pertain to how different Halloween traditions got started or why certain things are associated with Halloween like spiders, witches, goblins, owls, snakes, full moon, etc.  The skits are "non-threatening", meaning that kids of all ages can attend and it's not intended to be scary, yet the girls get to dress up and we line the driveway to the cabin (it's in the woods) with jack-o-lanterns that the girls carve, etc.

    This is the first year my troop is participating since I'm only in my 2nd year and last year was just too soon for me.  It makes it fun for the girls because they get to act out skits, they learn about Halloween traditions and superstitions, and they do community service all at the same time.

    I hope it goes off well for us, and if you decide to do something like this, let me know how it turns out.

Lorraine Baughman 

Junior Troop 233

SU 650 - Lake Erie Council   (who has a really good SUD)
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  ----- Original Message ----- 

  From: kari_a_thompson 

  To: GSSUEC@yahoogroups.com 

  Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2002 12:38 PM

  Subject: [GSSUEC] Halloween Party

  Hi all!

  An interesting turn of events has procluded us from attending our 

  Council's Spooky Party, which we attended last year as Brownies, and 

  now we are looking to organize our own event.  

  My quazi-committee and I thought about recreating the party for our 

  SU but the Council event that we attended was geared toward D/B and 

  as such the activites were a bit "baby" for some of the older girls.  

  Our event will include Juniors.

  I am looking for games and activities that would interest the older 

  girls (8-12) too.  Any suggestions?

  Thanks in advance,

  Kari Thompson

  HFSU, Muir Trail Council, Ca.

Back in Pennsylvania, we hosted a scarecrow building contest for the older 

girls - - and it was a HOOT!  Tell your juniors that all you are supplying is 

the bales of straw and they must bring everything else to create a scarecrow 

- - including old clothing, costume jewelry, shoes, hat, scarves and a catchy 

name for their creations.  The girls used old nylons to make the faces.  

Then, have your Daisies and Brownies judge them!  They can bring pennies to 

use for voting and that way vote more than once.  The photographs were 

wonderful - you know, real Kodak moments.  After the event, we donated some 

of the scarecrows to local nursing homes with tags attached to be contacted 

for pick up after the fall holidays.  That way, if a troop used good clothing 

it could be retrieved; otherwise donate the clothing to Good Will.  Have fun!

Denise

<< I am looking for games and activities that would interest the older 

 girls (8-12) too.  Any suggestions? >>

My girls' all-time favorite, that they still talk about 4 years later.....

When their leader was "kidnapped" by Nasty Nick, the nastiest bandit in town. 

You see what happened was, the girls were occupied playing a game at one end 

of the room, while I was "busy" with paperwork at the other end, near the 

door with my back to it. Well Nasty Nick (all dressed in trench coat, black 

knit cap and groucho glasses) was lurking behind the door, until one of the 

girls spotted him. She shouted, "Lynn, Watch out!!!" And at that moment, 

Nasty Nick grabbed me and pulled me out the door, but not before leaving a 

strange, mysterious envelope. Well, the mystery envelope contained a poem (I 

don't have it handy any more) but basically said if the girls ever want to 

see their leader again, they would have to follow the instructions carefully. 

The first instruction led them to a spot outside, where they found hidden 

another instruction (scavenger hunt style). They busied themselves searching 

for the clues one after another while Nick (DH) and I ran around the building 

and went in a side door. In planning the party, the girls had forgotten to 

plan refreshments. So their last clue led them into the side door, where Nick 

and I greeted them with a big spread of goodies! I couldn't believe how FAST 

they went thru the clues. They were RUNNING!!!! It was soooo much fun! They 

even wanted their pictures taken with Nasty Nick! It even took a little while 

for my own dd's to recognize their dad!

Please note with this, I made it really OVERLY dramatic so the girls really 

could figure out that it was all staged. Some of them may have been scared it 

they thought it was real. So I really hammed it up when I was being kidnapped.

Oh and one more... last year we did something similar. We had about 1/2 the 

troop being new that year. So this time we let the older girls in on it. 

While we were playing the game "Killer", as the girls put their heads down 

and closed their eyes for a new killer to be chosen, one or two of the older 

girls disappeared. It took them a while to catch on that some of the girls 

weren't there. We taped an envelope to the wall where we were playing, and 

the game continued much as I explained with the "Nasty Nick" game. The 

younger girls all went out and followed the clues that led them back into the 

building where the older girls were hiding. They just jumped out and yelled 

"surprise!" That was fun too. The older ones loved being "in on it" that time.

YIGS,

Lynn, Central Mass.

I did a Service Unit Halloween Campout last year and

some of the crafts we did were:  carmamel apple

dipping, making luminaries our of paper bags, trick or

treat bags and made masks.  Now, the masks ALL ages

really liked - we made them like Mardi Gras masks with

sequence and feathers.  Then at night they lit up

their cabin porches w/the luminaries and

trick-or-treated from cabin to cabin using their bags

they made to collect candy!!!!

A neat thing the older girls can do is tell a story to

the younger ones that the "Candy Goblin Fairy" will

come and leave a surprise ONE of their shoes if they

leave it at the foot of their bed.  The older girls

LOVE going around and putting candy in their shoes -

feeling sneaky too!!!!

Christy

198/SUD/Ohio

