50’s Sock Hop Theme Ideas

Also be sure to go to www.birthdaypartyideas.com for a BUNCH of party idea...submitted by real people. ;-)  I've found tons of good ideas there.

>What's a good SU event something that will help keep girls in Scouting?

I know this may sound really simplistic and I can't promise that it'll keep

the girls in for ever, but the girls here love sock hops!  It's a great

first SU activity of the school year (and can be done as a "Bring a Friend"

recruiting activity).

Everyone wears poodle skirts (or one of dad's white button-down shirts and

rolled up jeans) and ponytails and red lipstick (for the older girls, at

least).  Play 50's (and early 60's) music and let em dance in their socks.

The highlight of the evening (or afternoon) is when the Service Team (or the

older girls, maybe?) all dress in black trash bags (with a hole only around

your face and a hole for each arm to get through) with white gloves and

"boggie" through the crowd (and back out) to the I Heard It Through The

Grapevine!  It's a hoot!!

At another point the service team (all in poodle skirts) lip-synched to a

couple of female songs from the 50's.  (The wimps were too chicken to

actually sing - I got outvoted!)  And we made up our own choreography.

Make up a couple of long-running tapes of music ahead of time.  Put the

Grapevine and lipsynch (or karaoke!) songs on another tape so you can pop

them in whatever time you want to do the skit stuff.

We also set up a table with refreshments at the back and girls could stop by

as they wanted to.  (Get more drinks than you think you'll need.  If they

don't drinl them all you can save them for next time.)  Coke and peanuts

were a big hit.  (I don't know if that's a particularly southern thing or

not, but it was a big craze down here to put peanuts in your coke.  I'm not

sure if that was 50's or 60's.)

The girls love doing this and ask to do it again next year.

We also discussed (but neveer did) doing a "hippies" style 60's party.

Ask the older girls what they want, let them plan it and let them execute it

(with adult supervision, of course).  Past that I really don't know.

===================================================

We did this two years ago for our GS all-school father/daughter dance...let's see:

--our amazing craft mom used die-cut poodles (if I remember correctly) and a cute information panel glued to the front of a folded piece of construction paper for the invitation; --we hung records from the ceiling by putting thread through the hole of a 33 1/3 rpm record and then anchoring the thread between the ceiling panels; --we had a photographer come in and she set up a little café table with chairs and a motorcycle for props for the pictures --we had a DJ who played mostly 50s and 60s music and we taught our girls some of the dances (they were  Daisies at the time and earned the courageous and strong petal for showing the dances to the older girls and parents at the dance) --I did our table decorations--I found some reproduction Coca-cola glasses at Goodwill and then put the pink fuzzy stuff that you'll sometimes see by the Easter grass in the spring (hope that makes sense) in it for strawberry icecream, then used the heads of white fake carnations stuffed down into the top of the glass for whipped cream, and a red pompom for a cherry, with a straw also stuck down inside. I have also read about doing this with crumbled Styrofoam that you dye pink, but I found the fuzzy stuff and so I didn't even try the Styrofoam thing. It sounded messy :-) --we had a hula-hoop contest and a bubble-gum blowing contest in addition to a limbo contest

I know there was more but I just can't remember. It was fun and the girls enjoyed it.

Hope that helps.

==============================================

INVITATIONS:  Invitation can say "Cruise on over for a Hot Roddin' good time OR invites were postcards for "Emma Lu's drive-in with a picture of my daughter sitting in a classic car, the backside said " hey all you grease monkeys and beauty school dropouts I'm having a drive-in movie party .   OR Invitations were done on the computer using a 1950's TV announcer type character inviting everyone to Rydell High's sleepover.  We asked all of the girls to come in their poodle skirts and pig tails.

ACTIVITIES:  MAKE A "COOKIE-BURGER". You will need to have frosting in red, white and yellow, preferably in actual ketchup, mayonnaise, and mustard jars with spreading knives.  For the lettuce, take some coconut and tint it green with food coloring. Cheese is a yellow gumdrop flattened with a rolling pin. To make a cookie burger, you take two vanilla wafers, on one of them, add just a little bit of really thin glaze, and sprinkle sesame seeds on it. Give each girl a set of vanilla wafers, on the "Bottom Bun" they can spread one of the "condiments" and then place a little mint wafer of other round, chocolate covered cookie, about the same size as a vanilla wafer., then they can add another condiment and the lettuce and cheese, and finally, the last condiment goes on the top bun and they place it on top of their burger.

- We made classic fifties cars out of heavy duty card board boxes(complete w/flames & all) forth kids to sit in for the movie

- piñata that looked like a pair of pink fuzzy dice

- made balloon poodles

- dance contest, a hand jive contest, a best dressed contest, and a limbo contest

- scavenger hunt 

PARTY FAVORS:  Cardboard cut-out cars (fifties classics) inside each one was a bag of classic goodies like paddle balls, jacks, pick-up sticks, finger traps, hamburger shaped yo-yos, ice cream cone bubble necklaces, tube bubbles, mini slinkys and old style candies like wax bottles, pixy stix, fun-dip, atomic fireballs and of course bazooka gum.  Contacted the radio stations for prizes: bumper stickers, key chains ect.

DECORATIONS:  Turquoise, pink & black balloons, paper goods and tablecloths, each table had a model car (from my dads collection), 45 records and old fashioned sundae glasses with carnations arranged like sundaes, pink then white w/ a real cherry and two straws. I sprinkled the tables with serpentines and music note confetti.  For centerpieces, I bought a lot of coke glasses and crushed Styrofoam and tinted it pink with red food coloring.  I put it in the glasses and glued three artificial carnations together to look like ice cream and put in the glass also. I bought artificial cherries and glued on top of the flowers and added some straws.  They looked like ice cream sodas.  (Those cute ice cream soda SWAPS would go over well too!).  Placemats which were photocopies of old recipes and images from the fifties covered with see-through window paper.  Menu with "Blue Plate Specials" on it and listed our supper: cheeseburgers, French fries, gravy etc, with 1950's prices on it. 

MYSTERY DINNER give the girls a menu, but instead of food, they have to order parts of a car.  For instance: Fuel Pump - Beverage; Intake manifold - Salad; Carburetor - Spaghetti; Steering Wheel - Garlic Bread; Clutch - Toothpick; Fan Belt - Parmesan Cheese; Upholstery - Napkin; Spare Tire - Green Beans. Etc. 

GAMES:  You could play musical chairs, freeze dance or "Hot potato" but use a stuffed car, if you can find one.  Hoola-hoop contest, a drag race( blowing hotwheels across a table with a straw) and a carhop relay ( I used toy burgers, hotdogs, fries, coke bottles & ice creams on trays, the kids had to carry them with one hand to the finish and back, if they dropped any food they had to stop and put it back on their trays).  My daughter has long hair and her profile will be cut out of cardboard and a pompom with Velcro will have the boys and girls trying to place the tail where it should be on the head

FOR THE CAKE, you could make it look like a winding road and put a 50's style hot wheels car on the road, or make a big round cake and decorate it to look like a record. (Use black paste icing from a decorating shop or it will just turn out gray).  

Katie Weaver

==============================

I went to a sock hop as a girl, and my favorite thing from the whole night was a "sock decorating contest."  There were different categories, such as prettiest (fru-fruiest), most creative, most unusual, etc.  I really worked on mine, and you guessed it -- I won!!  I think I was in the most creative or most unusual category.  

You can also do some party games from that era like hula hoop contests, or dance contests like the jitterbug, twist, etc.  Maybe some kind of drill - like "can you keep up with the music?"  Switch to different dances every 30 seconds to a minute or so, and the last one to switch to the new dance step is out of the contest.  Just a couple of ideas.  

================================

I often hear about a simple service project tied to Sock Hops... ask everyone who attends to bring some brand new socks to donate to a local organization.

=================================

--our amazing craft mom used die-cut poodles (if I remember correctly) and a cute information panel glued to the front of a folded piece of construction paper for the invitation; --we hung records from the ceiling by putting thread through the hole of a 33 1/3 rpm record and then anchoring the thread between the ceiling panels; --we had a photographer come in and she set up a little café table with chairs and a motorcycle for props for the pictures --we had a DJ who played mostly 50s and 60s music and we taught our girls some of the dances (they were  Daisies at the time and earned the courageous and strong petal for showing the dances to the older girls and parents at the dance) --I did our table decorations--I found some reproduction Coca-cola glasses at Goodwill and then put the pink fuzzy stuff that you'll sometimes see by the Easter grass in the spring (hope that makes sense) in it for strawberry icecream, then used the heads of white fake carnations stuffed down into the top of the glass for whipped cream, and a red pompom for a cherry, with a straw also stuck down inside. I have also read about doing this with crumbled Styrofoam that you dye pink, but I found the fuzzy stuff and so I didn't even try the Styrofoam thing. It sounded messy :-) --we had a hula-hoop contest and a bubble-gum blowing contest in addition to a limbo contest

=================================

We are having our Re-registration Sock Hop next Friday and this came at a great time.  I have gotten lots of ideas for activities from all of the replies-Thanks!  We are having ours from 6-8 p.m. on Friday.  The cost for the girls is $10.00 including registration and $3.00 for each family member attending.  We are having them bring new socks to donate also.  While the parents are registering the girls the children will be doing a stocking craft-was going to be sock puppets, but I really like the sock decorating idea (never to late to change plans).  We will have a craziest sock contest, limbo contest, hula hoop contest and possibly do the chicken dance (always a favorite with the little girls).  I have melted the records into bowls for the tables- popcorn and pretzels.  We will be having root beer floats for everyone.  The older scouts will be helping the children with craft and serving the root beer floats.  One of the Seniors is also planning to be our D.J.  The older!

  scouts have made large paper records and music notes for decorations. 

=================================

     Preheat your oven to 250 then place the record over the bottom of an upturned bowl.  I used the pans for making taco salad shells so the bowls would be wavy.  I placed the pan on a cookie sheet so I could slide the whole thing in the oven at once.  It only takes a few minutes and it is pretty neat to watch.  I waited until the record was nice and hot, removed it from the oven, pushed the record into all of the grooves with a towel and held it till it was cool enough to stay.  The first couple turned out a little rough, but the rest look really good.

==================================

This is what I have in my files from past posts ----  Hope that it helps...

Fashion - sweaters, bobby socks, saddle shoes

The Cat in the Hat was written by Dr. Seuss

3-D movies were first produced

Rock 'n Roll

I Love Lucy was the most popular show

**********

Try these sites for some pictures and info on the 1950's:

 HYPERLINK http://www.loti.com/drivein.html  HYPERLINK

http://www.loti.com/drivein.html http://www.loti.com/drivein.html

 HYPERLINK http://members.nbci.com/FiftiesArt/index.htm  HYPERLINK

http://members.nbci.com/FiftiesArt/index.htm

http://members.nbci.com/FiftiesArt/index.htm

 HYPERLINK http://www.fiftiesweb.com/  HYPERLINK http://www.fiftiesweb.com/

http://www.fiftiesweb.com/

 HYPERLINK http://www.fiftiesweb.com/tv50.htm  HYPERLINK

http://www.fiftiesweb.com/tv50.htm http://www.fiftiesweb.com/tv50.htm

Ice Cream Sodas - Small clear cups (communion cups) with brown pompom glued

in, white pom pom on top, small drinking straw cut short and a red bead for

a cherry.

Fun Foam Ideas - 45 records with circular label saying the name of the

event, poodle skirts, saddle shoes, juke box, bobby socks.

Old CD's - painted black w/ label for a 45 record.

Hula Hoops - clear flexible tubing (like for aquariums) filled w/ colorful

beads and glued together to form a circle - or - make hula hoops out of pipe

cleaners.

Pre-printed pictures - Print pictures on card stock and laminate, or

directly onto Shrink paper, color and shrink - pictures from clip-art

programs - or things that originated in the 1950's like Mr. Potato Head,

Play Doh, etc. - can find more by doing a search on the web.

***************

Maybe you could get an adult to DJ  my son DJ's and it can be costly.  GO to

your local library and borrow cd's there.

***************

A Jr troop in my SU just had a Sock hop Saturday night. This was there 2

year doing it. It is tons of fun and they keep it real simple.  Advance

tickets only- $7.00 per person (adults & children) everyone gets a sock hop

patch, hot dog, chips, drink.

They do have a DJ. And bubble blowing and hula hoop contest. 1 person from

each troop. Lots of door prize drawings. Canning jars decorated filled with

candy, posters, Insyc towel set.

For decorations they used records like you'd get at Oritinal Trading Co. and

black cutouts of a couple dancing taped to a dowel rod and black records

with pink label with picture of same couple dancing (must have come off a

clip art program)on dowel rods too stuck in sand in a metal bucket. Also had

bowels of goldfish crackers on tables.

When leader enters you pick up a baggie with patches, door prize tickets and

food tickets.

***********

We borrowed a motorcycle and took polaroid photos of the girls with their

dads on the cycle. We made some decorations and rented some really cool ones

from a Theatre-type store.

************

families that attend to donate some socks for a simple service project. The

socks are given to a local charity.

 'pony tails and poodle skirts are encouraged and Elvis sighting are

expected.' They're offering refreshments, door prizes, and contests such as

Hula Hoop, limbo, best dressed couple and best impersonation.

*************

As far as the 50's theme goes, there are some great ideas at:

boardmanweb.com  for a 50's/GreaseParty.  Some of the ideas I loved were

having the girls dress up like a 50's or Grease character, watching the

movie Grease, playing a Grease trivia game (which is on the site), and there

are lots of ideas for games and activities, decorations, etc.

*******************

I wonder if I could talk my husband into letting me use some of his 8-tracks

he has in box in the back of the closet, that's something else most girls

haven't seen.

Also would love to have some "movie" posters.  You know something about the

top movies during 1950-1990 or the popular "pop" stars.  Anybody got any

ideas where I might be able to download some pictures that we might enlarge

or have some our more talented girl scouts try to draw.

Here's a couple for the 1970's:

 HYPERLINK http://www.rt66.com/dthomas/70s/70s.html  HYPERLINK

http://www.rt66.com/dthomas/70s/70s.html

http://www.rt66.com/dthomas/70s/70s.html

 HYPERLINK http://www.concertposters.com/artifact.asp  HYPERLINK

http://www.concertposters.com/artifact.asp

http://www.concertposters.com/artifact.asp

************

have told them to bring their Barbies along to share and also as a filler in

if needed, but I truly doubt that, anyway Barbie was introduced in the 50's,

we are also going to try to have the girls make a simple poodle skirt to

wear, make little covers for their shoes to look like saddle shoes, I have

small poodles cut from felt that I just happened to come upon from a local

gymnastics/dance costume company (I had called and asked for any of their

"trash" as donations and they gave me loads of sequined fabric, lace, trim,

etc. etc. and in there were these cut-out poodles----coincidence, how weird

fate can be at times).   Have told them to wear a button up shirt and bring

a small scarf for around their neck and bobby socks (which if there is time

we may decorate these in someway also).    Plan to have a hula hoop contest.

Will share some of the things that originated in the 50's or became more

popular, etc.   McDonald's, American Bandstand, etc.   Oh also for the

outfits, would like them to try to make catseye glasses maybe out of fun

foam or cardboard and then decorate.       Fuzzy dice is another craft idea

I have.  Will review with them some of the 1950's sports figures.   What was

happening in our world back then..............post World War II and where we

were with equal rights, etc.

I have lots and lots of ideas just need to put it all in order.    Car

hops, drive-ins, roller skates, bowling, jukeboxes. One thing I need to

check out is a Brownie uniform from this time period, anyone know a web

address??

don't forget to have a Chubby Checkers TWIST contest

Paint fingernails and toenails, style hair, soda shop in the kitchen, sock

hop in the gym, make theme swaps, play older games like Twister & Yahtzee,

watch a movie or cartoons from/about the '50s.

took old records and melted them to make bowls....we made poodle skirt just

drew a poodle on fabric and cut it out and sew to a skirt...some girls were

jeans and roll them up with white shirts and pony tails and big hair

ribbons,,,,made little records from construction paper for swaps....serve

pizzas and white castles...we had dance contest, hulu hoops, and the leaders

sang your boyfriend's back,we were leather jackets and hats,,,some and black

and white shoes. someone made a 57 chevy and we took pictures with the girls

inside the car.

Here's what we did:

For several meetings prior to the sock hop we talked about things that

happened in the 50's and what kids did back then, i.e. TV was just recently

invented, no color, just black&white (my girls' response was "no way") and

what kind of toys and games were marketed in the 50's, Play-doh, Yatzee, Mr.

Potato Head and others.

We designed big 45's for on our walls for decorations-these were made with

round pieces of cardboard (like the ones for under cakes or frozen pizzas)

got these donated from a local grocery store, they were all white, so the

girls painted them with a small black dot in the middle and then a huge

black area about the outside to resemble a 45 and then used the white part

in between the two black areas as their label and then they labeled the

records with songs that were popular in the 50's sung by female singers or

female groups.

At our sock hop we had McDonald's hamburgers and french fries (donated)

because they began in the 50's   Also we played Kim's game using items

introduced in the 50's

We had snacks of Jiffy Pop popcorn, Cheez Whiz on crackers, and M&M's (all

snacks from the time period).

We were going to make fuzzy dice and roller skate pins,

rootbeer floats

a crazy sock contest

bunny hop

Kimberly Thomas aka "Wing-Weaver"

Kimberly's Crafts 'n More

Crafts With a Purpose

Rudolph, Ohio

-----Original Message-----

From:
Schwerm [mailto:eschwerm@attbi.com]

Sent:
Tuesday, November 05, 2002 4:32 PM

To:
AllGirlScouts

Subject:
[AGS] 50's theme event

Our 8th grade troop is planning our service unit's Me and My Guy Dance.

They are thinking of having a 50's theme.  You guys are always so great

about sharing your experience.  If anyone has suggestions that would make

this an extra special event, can you please share them with me?  Thanks

much.

Elizabeth

St. Paul area

[Non-text portions of this message have been removed]
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My troop has hosted a Me and My Guy Sock Hop in the past and the girls had a 

bubble gum blowing contest and a hoola hoop contest for each level of Girl 

Scouts. They also had some door prizes (not raffle),  and each girl received 

a goodie bag when she left.  This is always a big hit every year with our 

Neighborhood.   

