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THE CZECH SANDMAN’S ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION 

Probably all of us know the Czech bedtime stories beginning with the nice and pleasant melody in the mouth of a small, amiable and mirthful sandman. This small boy would happily climb the small stairs, and then jump from them on a small car driving to a one-wheel bike at the end to send a brand new bedtime story to all children in the Czech Republic. Hardly anyone could imagine anyone else to do this responsible job. This familiar bedtime theme tune, needless to say, has introduced the Czech stories which are supposed to sing babies to sleep for more then 30 years. However, from now on this may not be true anymore.

“The sandman’s theme song violates the ecological principles; moreover, it encourages small children to break the Czech Highway Code, induces to the health hazard, and, last but not least, ignores safety rules valid in the whole European Union” (1) claims V. Sedloň in his letter addressed to The Board of Radio and Television Broadcasting. V. Sedloň also wants us to bear in mind all the every-day announcements that attack on our powerless children. In addition, the sandman moves on an escalator with no handrail. He also cold-bloodedly harms the environment through throwing the litter which is supposed to be in a container for recycled paper. 

As you go on reading you will learn that “At the end of the escalator the sandman thoughtlessly jumps into a void still laughing at the same time which could make the underaged to copy his dangerous behaviour.” (1) You should, therefore, prevent your children from watching this dangerous, reckless and inconsiderate tune that could have, without doubts, a considerable impact on your child’s personality. Of course, do not forget that children will learn the good as well as the bad qualities, above all, at the a very early age and that is why you should be especially careful about what information, sounds and images they are given.

V.Sedloň continues and arouses another point - “The sandman, being obviously a small child, drives a vehicle.” (1) The Czech Highway Code strictly allows only the eighteen-year olds and older to drive a vehicle, on contrary, this theme tune shows that a small child can drive a vehicle, and to make matters worse, he is not fastened with the seatbelt at all. This fact could evoke in a small child’s mind that such reckless driving is a right thing to do.     

In addition to all the points mentioned above, the sandman balances on a one-wheel dangerous-looking bike paying hardly any attention to driving itself. Behaving in this way, he puts not only himself but also other road traffic participants at risk.

Finally, considering the particular vehicle the sandman uses all the time, it cannot comfort to valid standards at all as the car gives off dangerous exhausts and seriously damages our environment as well as ourselves. 

The president of the Board of the Czech Television promised “to add some safety components into the sandman’s theme tune, e.g. a handrail, seat belts, parachute and, finally, provide the tune with a big sign ‘WE SORT THE WASTE’” (2). After dealing with this problem the Board has found another imperfection – the absence of the cycle helmet. Fortunately, they are going to tackle this issue as soon as possible.

On the contrary, ‘Vedro’, an independent reporter, reacted on this topic “As far as I know, the Czech Highway Code is valid only on an approved road. Watching the theme tune, it’s not evident that the sandman drives on such a road, and thus he can drive, for instance, on a back road where these rules are not valid. In this case, the sandman does not need a safety belt, number plate, etc. Actually, he may drive at speed slower than 5kmph. He also may power his car by his own legs and the smoke, therefore, may be from his cigarettes.” (3) This reaction shows us that we may argue about the sandman’s dangerous and hazardous behaviour, environmental pollution, etc; however, there is no any particular evidence supporting the incorrectness of the bedtime story theme tune.  

In conclusion, this issue warns us to be careful about the selection of information we provide our children with. Without doubts, there is even more danger behind every-day media, unfortunately, sometimes it can be very difficult to distinguish between the possible good or/and bad impact on our children. Nevertheless, the Czech sandman’s theme tune will not be the same anymore, which is for sure.
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