Chapter 8
Human Development

· Developmental Psychology – branch of psychology that focuses on the ways we change throughout life

· Childhood – years between birth and adolescence

· Maturation – changes determined largely by our genes

I. Physical Growth & Development

A. Prenatal Period

· Embryo – developing child from 2nd to 8th week

· Fetus – developing child from 2nd month till birth

· Ectopic pregnancy – when ovum becomes implanted into the oviduct. (Tube connecting ovary with uterus)

B. Prenatal Influences on Development

· Teratogens – factors in environment that can harm developing fetuses.
1. Infectious Agents

· Aids, Measles, etc.

2. Prescription/Over-counter drugs

3. Cocaine

4. Alcohol

· Fetal Alcohol Syndrome
5. Smoking

C. Physical Development in Early Years

· Infants eat every 2 ½ to 4 hrs.

1. Reflexes
(table 8.1, pg.297)

· Blinking

· Rooting

· Sucking

2. Locomotor Development    (Fig.8.4, pg.298)

· Growth spurt in 1st year

· Weight gain

· Brain expands

· Growth of glial cells, dendrites, neurons

· Culture does have impact on motor development
II. Perceptual Development

· Infants spend less time focusing on objects they are familiar with, and focus more intensely on new, unfamiliar stimuli

· Infants display different patterns in sucking in response to subtle differences in human speech

· Infants recognize their own name

· They can distinguish their own cry from that of other babies

· Infants can recognize form & pattern
· They also have depth perception.
· Infants seem to prefer the human face over all other stimuli
