My Bio
NAME

Crystal Gail (maiden - Johansen) Griffin

AGE

27

BIRTHDAY

September 15, 1980

BITHPLACE/HOMETOWN

Lake Charles, La/DeRidder, La

EDUCATION

Graduated HS '99, 1 year of college

FAMILY INFO

Mom: Mary; 3 brothers (2 twins), 2 sisters

PET

Dogs: Snags – Schnauzer (passed), Sasha – Chihuahua, Katie - PitBull 

MARITAL STATUS

Happily Married (June 28, 2004)

HEIGHT

4”10’

HAIR

Brown w/L. Brown streaks

EYES

Green

FIRST PAYING JOB

2 days at a Hardware store with my brother

COOLEST JOB

Radio DJ for KVVP Country 105 in Leesville, La

CURRENT JOB

Cashier for Wal-Mart

FAVORITES:
WRITERS

Songwriter-keith urban, Chris Lindsey, Tia Sellers

MUSICAL INFLUENCE

Loretta Lynn, keith urban

SONG (all time)

"Coal Miner's Daughter"-Loretta Lynn

"So Lonesome I Could Cry"-Hank Williams

BAND

Rascal Flatts, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Metallica

MALE ARTIST

keith urban, Tommy Shane Steiner, Hank Williams, Charlie Pride, George Jones

FEMALE ARTIST

Martina McBride, Loretta Lynn, Tammy Wynette

INSTRUMENT

Guitar (Electric, Acoustic, Bass), Banjo, Drums

HOBBY

Drawing, writing, music concerts, poetry, photography, tattoos

SPORT

Football, Nascar

SPORTS TEAM

New Orleans Saints, Tony Stewart, Kasey Kane (Nascar)

MOVIE

Matrix, Pitch Black, Beautiful Mind, Gladiator, Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter, anything scary!

TV SHOW

Miami Ink, Overhaulin’, Deadliest Catch

RESTRAURANT

Spaghetti House in Nashville, Tn

FOOD

Spaghetti, Mexican, Cajun

FOOD (LEAST)

Tomatoes, Onions

DRINK

Pepsi, Green Tea

SNACK

Potato Chips – Harvest Cheddar Sun Chips

CANDY

Aussie candy called "Flakes"

ACTOR

Russell Crowe, Mel Gibson, Vin Deisel, Keeanu Reeves

ACTRESS

Julia Roberts, Meg Ryan

COLOR

Blue

SHOES

Anything that fits me TINY foot

JEANS

Mudd

CAR

Truck - Mid Size - Ford F-150, car - tuner - Tiberon

PLACE

Nashville, TN

PET PEEVES

People who are conceded, people who leave the lid off a pen

NEVER LEAVE HOME WITHOUT

Notebook/Pencil and Camera

GOAL

To just enjoy life and perfect my trades.

Personal Bio

Well there's really no BIG DEAL to my bio..nothing interesting yet!  But let's see...what would you want to know about me?  Well I grew up here in Louisiana.  In a semi-small town called DeRidder.  I've lived in three different states. First of all I was born in Lake Charles, La and my family moved to DeRidder when I was about 3 months old, and we lived here for a few years.  We moved to DeQuincy, La when I was like 5.  Then we moved to Medicine Lodge, KS at age 6.  We lived there for about a year, then moved back to LA.  I attended Rosepine Elementary for about 6 months, then transferred to DeRidder Elementary.  Then at age 17 we moved to Sheridan, Wyoming. That was a lot of fun. I got to see Yellowstone National Park. Beautiful! Then we moved back to LA. AGAIN!  And from then until now I've lived here. Fun huh! Anyways, as you can see I love music. I guess I get that trait from my mom.  She loves music as well, and actually has a little bit of accomplishments in it.  Her and her sister sang in school contest and church contest in their younger years.  They won just about every contest they entered.  And my mom actually has a song that was cut by an older country artist, I don't know the title right off, they sent her a contract, but she couldn't afford to take the contract so she signed over the rights to the song, and she said a couple months later she heard her song being sung on the radio.  I want to say Jack Greene cut the song. Not sure! Anways! That's about it with family history.  I guess I could add real quick, that my background comes from several different places.  I have Native American (Cherokee), Norwegian (however that's spelled), German. I am indian on my mothers side, and the other two on my father’s side. So a semi-good mix there lol!! 

Ok, now I should explain myself personally right?  Ok, let's see....I'm completely boring....no just kidding!  Anyways!  Let's see I recently got to go to Nashville, Tn and that kinda changed my WHOLE perspective on music.  I mean I loved music before. But man, seeing it first hand, at the world's GREATEST music city, was just amazing!

Ok my interests. Well, my top and most important interest is Art. I’m a drawer. I love drawing things. I draw on everything! I’m a self taught artist, although knowing I had a talent I DID take nearly 6 years total of art classes. My most influential teacher was Mr. Burnett for DeRidder High School. But yeah I draw everything. I have won awards in the Parish fair. I just recently got into designing tattoos. I’m a tattoo artist as well. WELL, not actually tattooing a person I guess I’m just a designer.  I’ve always loved tattoos since I was a kid. My stepdad had a tattoo on his forearm of a knife going through his skin. I was amazed by it. Ever since then I’ve wanted a tattoo, haven’t been able to get one, so I design them. 

My other interest is photography. I guess I’ve had a camera in hand since I knew what they were. I’ve never really taken photography seriously until now. It all started about a year or so ago. I was at a yard sale with my mom, and I seen a camera case. I opened and thought WOW this is so cool. It was a camera body with a small lens, a big lens, a flash, and some straps. I thought “Well they probably want fifty bucks for this thing.” So I asked. The lady said “Oh, that old thing, it’s been in my mother’s closet for years, give me five dollars and you can have it.” I was like “Oh my god!” So I bought it and then got home and said “Ok, now what” I had no idea how to use it. It had all these buttons and knobs and numbers and letters and stuff. I was like “Ok, going to the library!” So I went to the library and got a book on Photography. And that started the whole thing. I learned very quick, I picked up on the technical stuff like it was nothing.  I am still learning and still collecting cameras. You can check out my collections page to see which ones I have.

Ok now I guess it's time for my influences right?  Well, there hasn't been ONE certain artist that has influenced me until a few years ago.  And his name is keith urban. I have been a fan of his before anyone knew him! He's been a BIG inspiration, influence, etc etc, to me.  Why?  Well, you know that crap you go through as a teenager? Yeah you do! The "nobody likes me", "I can't do anything right", "I don't care about you and anyone else".  Yeah? Well mine kinda creeped on into my post teenager years.  Think about it, 18, 19, in the dark?  That was me! I got to the point where, I didn't care anymore, I didn't care about people's feelings, I didn't care about nothing.  I had no dreams, nothing!  I stayed to myself.  I lost all faith in God. I was on the verge every now and again, of wishing I wasn't here.  If you get my drift?  Anyways, I was just waking up one morning, and I was flipping the channels on TV, and I zipped right past GAC(which is our cable companies country video channel, if you know country music, you know GAC). Well my point is, I was flipping the channels and flipped past GAC, well in the little second that GAC wizzed by, I caught the glimpse of this guy.  Well it actually stunned me to be truthful!! So I flipped back real quick, and what I saw, was like nothing ever! I know I'm sounding totally korny here but oh well!  Anyways, this guy had the most beautiful blue eyes I had EVER seen.  And his voice, just kinda, sent chills! You know!  But anyways, I got up and grabbed a video tape and stuck it in the VCR.  I caught about the last 30 seconds of the video on tape.  Well I played that tape over and over.  Thinking "There's got to be more to this guy that just a gorgeous face!" you know! so I seen that the name on the song said "keith urban" so I went out the next day and tried to get his cd. Nobody had it.  But as much as I hate Wal-Mart(just because you have SO LONG to wait in line here), I made that my last resort, and sure enough, there was that blue cd with that gorgeous face on the cover!  so I bought it and on my way home I tried it out!  So I played it.  I thought "Ok this first song it kinda cool", which was "It's a Love Thing".  The cd continued on.  The next song was "Where The BlackTop Ends".  I thought "Oh now this is a rocking song!"  Ok, so that song was over.  The next song started:

I can hear the neighbors, they're arguin' again

And there hasn't been peace on our street

Since who knows when

I don't mean to listen in

But the shouting is so loud

I turn up the radio to drown it out

And silently I say a little prayer

But for the grace of god go I

I must have been born a lucky guy

Heaven only know 

How I've been blessed

With the gift of your love

And I look around and all I see

If your happiness embracing me

Oh lord I'd be lost

But for the grace of god
And by the time the first verse was over and the chorus started, I was in tears! The song had just hit me like a brick. I mean, I know I'm still young, but what I heard totally changed me.  I "refound" my faith in God, I started to look at the good stuff in life and not beating myself up for the little things that go wrong!  It totally changed me as a person, I feel better about myself. The only thing is, I'm still shy....but I'm working on that lol!! Anyways, I basically owe all that to keith!  So THAT'S why he is my biggest influence and inspiration.  Not only those things, but if you've met keith you know what I'm talking about here, he is one of the sweetest, kindest, caring people you could EVER meet. He shows so much respect for others. He goes out of his way to make his fans feel like he loves them.  And he's got such a strong mentality, it's amazing!  He's overcome some REALLY dark times in his life, and to know and see him do that...it something that drives me! You know!  So that's why he is my inspiration, he's like a mentor to me.  And I'm happy to call keith a friend, it's not like we hang out on a day to day basis, but he is still a good friend! 

Anyways, that's all I can think of right now, and if you've gotten this far, THANK YOU! For taking the time to read?  It means a lot!  And feel free to drop me a line you know! I don't mind at all, I've gotten emails from people saying "hope you don't mind me emailing you". If you email me, don't even ask, ok?  If I didn't want emails, I wouldn't put my addy on here lol! Anyways, nice blabbing at you, time for me to go, please feel free to email me, I know I've said that before, but I'm serious. So, so long, take care, have fun, and all that good stuff lol!! BYEEE!!!

-Crystal  

