SGRho Don’t Pay My Bills…Really?

Too often, when a soror is asked why she is not active with her sorority either while she is still an undergraduate or after she graduates from college, she is quick to reply, “I can’t afford it.”

Undergraduate membership in SGRho costs one hair-do, a fill-in, and a CD.  This is a small, annual sacrifice to make that can have a great return.  SGRho can pay your bills.  I am a witness to that.

As a recent graduate with a master’s degree, I was struggling.  I didn’t have that job that I felt like I deserved.  I did, however, have a job to “make ends meet.”  Paying annual dues, going to regional and national conferences, being a good card-carrying soror was EXPENSIVE.  Many of my local fellow sorors were of the opinion that SGRho does not pay the bills. They would claim, “I can’t afford to go to the regional conference.  I can’t afford to be active this year.”   Often, I thought to myself that I needed to take a break and pay up some credit card bills instead of hopping on a plane to the next conference.

As I look back, I am glad that I invested my time and MONEY into our great sisterhood.  Attending conferences gave me the opportunity to attend workshops where I learned more about the business of our sorority.  I met new friends from across the country.  I began to fine-tune my leadership skills.  

Boule was always like a revival to me.  I would return home anxious to implement a national program that I learned about at the conference.  The first national project that I took on as a “must do” major challenge was Operation BigBookBag and the It’s in the Bag Youth Symposium.
I eagerly volunteered to serve as the chairperson to coordinate the Youth Symposium. At this time, our chapter only had about six members.  Often you were a committee of one.   In the 11th hour, I realized that we didn’t have all of our speakers confirmed just yet.  We also didn’t have money to buy food for an estimated 100 children.  I grew concerned.  What was I going to do?  I really wanted this project to be a success.

Another soror in the chapter knew this man who could help us.  He was very “connected” in the community.  He knew many influential people.  After speaking with him, he promised to help us get confirmations from the speakers, donated food, and even donated prizes for the youth.  He showed me how to construct correspondence to solicit what we needed to make the symposium a success.  In return for his assistance, he asked that we help him with his non-profit organization.  I agreed to personally donate my time to help him in gratitude for all of his guidance.

Needless to say, our first symposium was a success.  Later on that spring, I began to work with our chapter’s supporter in his endeavors.  It was through volunteering with him that I captured the attention of the Director of Development at Miles College.  He was impressed that I could manage multiple tasks and that I had a lot of energy and enthusiasm about my work.  He introduced me to the Director of the Counseling Center and they offered me a job.  I turned them down.  

I continued to work in the community, representing Sigma wherever I went.  By chance, I ran into this same man from Miles College again.  He was impressed that I exhibited a lot of pride in my sorority.  He asked if I was working and I replied, “Yes.”  At the time, I was working two full time jobs and thought that I truly had it going on.

Apparently, I left an impression on this man because one day, unexpectedly, I received a call.  “What are you doing with your life?  Do you need a job?”  I replied, “I am waiting to see if my alma mater is going to offer me a job.”  I was tired of working two full time jobs by this time, and I wanted one good job that could pay the bills and make life more comfortable.  He asked me to come in and interview.  After an initial interview and a second interview with the president of the college, I was offered a job.  I took it.

That was five years ago.  I am still working for Miles College.  I owe the fact that I have this job to Sigma Gamma Rho so “SGRho IS paying my bills.”  If I had not been active in the sorority, fine-tuning my leadership skills, and visible in the community, I would not be where I am today.  I spent two years searching for a job, working two full time jobs, struggling.  However, I still found time when I could for SGRho.  So, when times get tough, hang in there.  Make the sacrifice and invest a little time and money into the sisterhood.  The returns on a small initial investment can be great.

Keepin’ it real,

Griena 

