Shrimp!

(As Bubba) Shrimp is the fruit of the sea. You can Barbeque it, boil it, broil it, bake it, sauté it, there’s shrimp kabobs, shrimp Creole, shrimp gumbo, pan fried, deep fried, stir fried, there’s pineapple shrimp, lemon shrimp, coconut shrimp, pepper shrimp, shrimp soup, shrimp stew, shrimp salad, shrimp and potatoes, shrimp burgers, shrimp sandwich…that’s…that’s about it. (As normal) The shrimp: one of the smallest and most overlooked species of animal on the earth. It’s so small; we even use it as a nickname for those that are shorter than us. Yet even though it is so small, look at all we can do with it. The same is true for something else each of us uses everyday, our attitude. In the grand scheme of things, it isn’t so big. But it is the biggest part of our character. The famous and ever wise hall-of-fame basketball coach John Wooden says that there are two distinct faces of a person, one being the reputation and the other the character. Reputation is what others think you are, character is what you know you are. Our parents and our teachers have told us all of our lives, “Be on your best behavior, put your best foot forward, and if at first you don’t succeed try try again.” That isn’t just respect, it isn’t just class, and it isn’t just perseverance, it’s attitude. When I was young, I knew a wise man that told me something I have never forgotten. He told me, “It isn’t your aptitude, but rather your attitude that determines your altitude.” That man was my father. He taught me that it takes more than just shear brainpower to get from point A to point B. 

On August 21st, 1989 I began my first day of kindergarten. (As Gump) That day for no particle reason, I decided to go for a little education. So I ran through the end of kindergarten, and when I got there I thought maybe I’d run to the end of elementary school. And when I got there, I thought maybe I’d just run across middle school. And I figured since I’d run this far maybe I’d just run through the great 4 years that is high school. And that’s just what I did…I ran clear through high school. For no particular reason I just kept going. I ran clear to graduation. (As normal) And since I’ve come this far…I figured I’m just going to keep going. For those of us who have watched the movie Forrest Gump and marveled at the notion that someone could run across the entire United States three times, really how much more impressive is the idea that these 82 young individuals could wake up everyday for 2,400 days with an attitude that says, “Today I’m going to learn.” We’ve persisted for 13 years just to wake up today and walk across that stage and be seen not for our social status, or grades, or reputation, but for our character. 

Many times people criticize a philosophy of mine: that grades don’t mean much. They may enable or prevent me from doing certain things in life but they don’t tell me who I am and they don’t dictate my character. All of our lives we will be given grades or evaluations and these are good things. But I’ve learned something when it comes to serving others, especially in the food industry: People don’t care how much you know, until they know how much you care. That, my friends, is your attitude. (As Gump) And that’s all I got to say about that.
