
Esperanza Rising Quiz Week 2 
 

Provide short answers for each of the following twelve questions. Feel free to use the 
reverse side of the sheet if more space is needed. (10 points) 

 
 
1) What was Miguel’s reward for protecting Esperanza from the robbers? 
 A train ride 
 
 
 
2) By what means of transportation did Esperanza escape Mexico? 

First by riding under the boards of a wagon and then on a train. 
 
 
 
3) Compare Esperanza’s previous experiences with riding the train as opposed to her 
current ride. 

Previously, she rode in the first class cabins. This time, she rode in the “peasant” 
class car. 
 

 
 
 
4) Describe how everybody on the train treats each other. 

Answers will vary, but should focus on the fact that everybody is treated not as a 
poor person, but instead like a human being. Everybody helps everybody else. 

 
 
 
 
5) At one point, Miguel proclaims that “full bellies and Spanish blood go hand in hand.” 
What does he mean by this?  

Those with Spanish blood, who have the fairest complexions in the land, are the 
wealthiest 

 


