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The Amy Foundation Awards $34,000 to 15 Writers — First Prize of $10,000 to Jan White for article in The Andalusia Star-News (AL)

LANSING, MI—Jan White is the $10,000 first-prize winner of the 22nd annual 2006 Amy Writing Award.  Mrs. White has worked for three newspapers and written a weekly religion column for her local newspaper, The Andalusia Star-News (Andalusia, AL), for over eleven years. Early in her writing career, she worked as a ghostwriter on the publication staff of a national ministry. She has also co-authored two books.  
The Amy Foundation cites White’s winning essay, “Forgiveness is the Key to Unlocking Hatred” (The Andalusia Star-News, October 7, 2006), which demonstrates the compassionate character of the Amish community as they grieve the tragic loss of five of their innocent schoolgirls to a senseless shooting.  But with Christ-like character, they not only forgive the shooter, but reach out to his widow with a message of forgiveness in the most trying of circumstances.  Through her writing, Jan White challenges all of us to exhibit a similar forgiving in our own lives, through situations not nearly as trying as what the Amish experienced. 

Jan White joins a growing list of writers who in the past 22 years have shown how a compelling presentation of biblical truth applied to contemporary issues earns a legitimate place in mainstream print journalism.
The Amy Foundation will present the $10,000 first prize to Mrs. White at the 2007 annual Michigan Prayer Breakfast, Wednesday, June 13, in Lansing.  This first prize presentation will be the Amy Foundation’s celebration of the 22nd anniversary of the Amy Writing Awards.
The Amy Writing Awards program encourages writers to apply biblical principles to contemporary issues. Articles considered for awards must appear in mainstream publications and include at least one Bible quotation. The 2006 winning entries were selected from nearly 700 submissions published in the mainstream print media last year.

Other 2006 award winners are:

“It’s Time To Forgive” by Dr. Sam L. Smith (Jacksonville Daily Progress; Jacksonville, TX) $5,000 Second Prize
“What’s Behind Today’s Epidemic of Teacher-Student Sex?” by David Kupelian (Whistleblower; Medford, OR) $4,000 Third Prize

“Does God Want You To Be Rich?” by David Van Biema and Jeff Chu (TIME Magazine) $3,000 Fourth Prize
“The Roads of Life” by Guy Keeler (The Fresno Bee; Fresno, CA) $2,000 Fifth Prize
“Greatest Story of Forgiveness” by Gregory J. Rummo (New Jersey Sunday Herald) $1,000 Award of Outstanding Merit
“A Glad Father Enjoys the Fruit of His Labor” by J. Mark Fox (Burlington Times- News;  Burlington, NC) $1,000 Award of Outstanding Merit
“The Silence of God” by Jeff Jacoby (The Boston Globe) $1,000 Award of Outstanding Merit
“Seeing God in Science” by Tom Flannery (The Carbondale News;  Carbondale, PA) $1,000 Award of Outstanding Merit
“Bonhoeffer Would Have Decried 21st-Century ‘Lukewarm’ Church” by Debbie Thurman (The News & Advance;  Lynchburg, VA) $1,000 Award of Outstanding Merit
“A Veterans Story of Faith, Courage, and the Light” by Robert B. Robeson (Valentine Midland News; Valentine, NE) $1,000 Award of Outstanding Merit
“People Don’t Forget What You Are Made Of” by Rev. Michael Helms (The Moultrie Observer; Moultrie, GA) $1,000 Award of Outstanding Merit
“God So Loved The Whole World” by Margaret Kiwiet (Fort Worth Star Telegram; Fort Worth, TX) $1,000 Award of Outstanding Merit
“Christian Men Confront Two Codes” by Michael Leamon (The Morning Call; Bethlehem, PA) $1,000 Award of Outstanding Merit
“Rosie O’Donnell’s ‘Radical’ Statement” by Tina Krause (The Times;  Munster, IN) $1,000 Award of Outstanding Merit
Copies of the winning entries are available upon request.  Entries for the 2007 Amy Awards competition should be submitted to the Amy Writing Awards, P.O. Box 16091, Lansing, MI 48901, and be postmarked by January 31, 2008.

The Amy Foundation believes the historic value system of Western Civilization springs from the Judeo-Christian ethic and must be preserved to ensure a strong America. In addition to the Amy Writing Awards, the Foundation sponsors the Amy Syndicate (www.amyfound.org) and the Church Writing Group Ministry. It also publishes and distributes the Discipled Nation Plan Curriculum.
