Observation of a Natural Setting
Like Astronomy and Field Biology, and unlike the science you took in 8th grade, earth science in primarily a field science, NOT a lab science.  It is tough for earth scientists to control their experiments in the lab.  Much of the investigation that earth scientists do stems from very careful observation and data collection of the natural experiment going on in the world around us.  To get a sense of this different style of science exploration we are going to do a quick observation of a natural setting.  Our general purpose is two-fold.  We wish to discover: 1)What is the content of the study of earth science? 2)How do earth scientists effectively ask and answer questions in their science?

1. Describe the setting and note observations you make about parts of it.  Observe the content of all 4 spheres: atmosphere, hydrosphere, geosphere, and biosphere and how they interact.  Dig deep and be thoughtful about this…don’t make a laundry list like: “grass, trees, stream…” without any detail.
2. What were some methods you used to make and record your observations?

3. List some questions that popped into your head as you made observations.

4. How would you go about answering some of those questions?  Were there any actions you could take while outside to answer those questions?

