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Introduction


What is special about earth? Could we live on Mars? What would happen if earth weren’t tilted? How old is the earth and what was it like in the beginning? How do we know if we were never there? What causes an earthquake and can we predict them?  Why are fossil fuels and carbon dioxide so “bad”?  What is global warming anyway? Why were the dinosaurs wiped out and will it happen to us too?


These are just some of the many questions we will be investigating this year in earth science.  Topics covered in astronomy, geology, meteorology, and oceanography will help us to appreciate, understand, and take care of the earth.  One of the challenges of earth science is learning to think big, like on the scale of billions of years, and yet be able to focus on minute details, such as the size and roundness of grains sand.  Learning to combine these skills, and develop scientific reasoning to expand our understanding are some of the goals we will be pursuing this year.  

Materials

1. 3-ring binder (2 or 3 inch), 10 dividers, 10 table of contents, lined paper

To be kept up to date, brought to class each day, and organized by units. 
2. Jump Drive (any size)
      To be brought to class for saving documents, spreadsheets, PowerPoints, etc. 

      created on school laptops. 
3. Mechanical pencils (regular is fine too)

4. Book Cover

Curriculum Units

Quarter 1

Unit 0: Classroom Policy and Reference Materials

Unit 1: Introduction to Earth and Science Methods
Unit 2: The Earth System  
Quarter 2:

Unit 3: Human Impact
Unit 4: Geologic Time and the Rock Record
Unit 5: Weathering & Products of Weathering
Quarter 3:

Unit 6: Landscape Development
Unit 7: Weather and Climate
Quarter 4:

Unit 8: Plate Tectonics

Unit 9: Beyond our Solar System
Year-long

 10: Independent Research Project
	
	
	
	
	


