Sample Textbook Notes
Reading Notes: Chapter 5, pp.124-126, “Glaciers”
Introduction:

· Glaciers =10% of earth’s surface area, greater in past

Question: was there ever a time in earth history when there was less than 10 %?
Glaciers: A Part of 2 Basic Cycles
· Landscapes have been shaped by glaciers 
Ex: Yosemite, Alps, Long Island, Great lakes
· Glaciers part of 2 cycles:

a) Rock cycle (erodes, transports, deposits sediment)
b) Hyrdrologic cycle (stores and contributes water)
· Ice forms when precipitation falls at
a) High altitude

b) High latitude

               And can then be stored as glacial ice for 10-1000’s of years. Glaciers take 100’s of years to form
· Glacier: thick ice mass that originates on land and moves very slowly (few cm. day).
· Glaciers can move sediment just like running water which makes them part of the rock cycle

· 2 major types of glaciers:
a) Alpine glaciers: small glaciers following narrow river valleys in mountains.  Narrow compared to length (many kms).
b) Ice Sheets/Continental Ice Sheets: large mass flowing out in all directions from centers covering all terrain.  Only 2 today (Greenland and Antarctic)
· Other types of glaciers:
a) Ice caps: cover uplands and plateaus, similar to ice sheets but smaller.

b) Piedmont: cover lowlands in the mountains when 1 or more alpine glaciers reach a flat area, combine and spread out.

Questions: how do we know the ice is flowing?
                   What happens when the glacier gets to a flat area…does a piedmont glacier still flow?

  How big does an ice cap have to be to be considered a continental ice sheet?  Is it the    same in every way except size?
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An active reading strategy to comprehension

 ?





   My  own          words…








