Earth Science Textbook Note Taking Guidelines

There is a lot of content covered at a fast pace in an honors science class.  It is very important that you learn how to use your textbook as a resource.  The textbook is not a breezy read and taking good notes can help you understand and remember it better as well as help you ask good questions to help you understand better.  All notes for this class will be in either guided note or standard note form.  Please follow the guidelines given below when taking notes for this class.

Guided Notes:


If I give you a “Guided Notes” reading assignment, I expect you will print the PowerPoint in handout format with 4 to 6 slides/page and fill in blanks and answer all “explain” style questions in detail.  Please feel free to add anything else to these that you would like to add.

Standard Notes:


Sometimes I assign standard style notes for a reading assignment.  I expect you to write neatly or type your notes in a well-organized and easy to read format.  Your notes should be:

· Titled at the top in the format “Reading Notes: Chapter 1 pp. 1-10, Seasons and light (or whatever the topic of the reading was)”
· chunked into sections headed by the textbook topic headings which should stand on their own line and over to the left side of the page in bold or highlighted or underlined.

· Beneath each topic heading include most important concepts, vocabulary, and supporting examples or facts.

· Use organizational tools like #’d lists, arrows, bullets, color coding, etc. to organize the information graphically

· Sketchs or diagrams are great, especially if you label a diagram with new vocab instead of writing out all the definitions

· When finished reading a section record any unanswered questions from the reading.  These are questions you can ask the next time class meets.  This shows careful and thoughtful processing of information

· WHILE BEING COMPLETE, TRY TO KEEP NOTES BRIEF, REMEMBER, THIS IS NOTES! NOT THE TEXT.  2-5 pages a chapter is ideal.










