Star Stories


Constellations are arrangements of stars that appear together in the night sky as viewed from earth.  We recognize 88 of them and divide the sky up by their areas.  The constellations are completely arbitrary units and have no real relationship to each other.  However, these “arbitrary” constellations are absolutely breathtaking and have been man’s constant companion and guide since the dawn of time.  In earth science this year, one of our goals is to increase our appreciation of the natural world.  It is with that goal in mind that we will become familiar with the night sky and its characters, to forever keep you company!

Choose one of the following constellations or groups of constellations:

· Ursa Major, Ursa Minor, Bootes

· Cassiopeia, Andromeda, Cepheus

· Orion, Taurus

· Canis Major, Canis Minor

· Gemini

· Leo

· Virgo

· Perseus, Pegasus

· Aries

· Pisces

· Aquarius

· Cancer, Draco, Hercules

· Libra

· Lyra

· Sagitarius

· Scorpius

Find out:

1. What/who is the constellation named after/for?

2. Why is this constellation in the sky? (tell us the story…)

3. Is there anything in the story that will help us remember its shape or where it is located, who it is next, what season it is up etc.?

4. How do we find it (important to be able to do related to constellations we can find like big dipper or orion)?

