Earth Science in the News Project


To get a better understanding of our introductory topic “what is earth science?” and to get you thinking about how earth science impacts us all every day I would like you all to find, read, and summarize a current news article on an earth science event.

Procedure:

1. Find a 1/2 -2 page article online or in a newspaper or news magazine (links to online sources from the “links” page on website. You may not choose the same article as anyone else.  Article must be on a current earth science event)

2. Print or photocopy the article (make sure to note the source)

3. Read and mark up the key information in the article

4. Write a brief summary of the earth science event.  Make sure to mention which of earth’s spheres are affected (just fill in the template attached).

5. On your group’s poster board there will be a world map in the center.  You will staple your 4 articles to the 4 corners of the poster board and your summary note-card on top. There will be an arrow drawn from the article to the place on the world map that the event occurred

6. Each Poster will Have the title: “Earth Science in the News Project” with your section and date beneath it.

7. Present your event to your group members on the poster due date.  Each student will then take a short quiz.  The questions will be based on the other group member’s news events.

How to find an earth science event news article:

1. What are some things that would be “earth science” news?  Would a plane crash work?  What about a volcanic eruption?  Look at the table of contents in your textbook to get some ideas

2. Decide whether you want to look for an article online or in print.  

3. For print resources try daily newspapers like the Boston Globe, The New York Times, and USA today.  Also try current editions of magazines like National Geographic, Discovery, and Scientific American.  The Library has many of these and more, show the librarian this assignment and she can help you locate print resources. 

4. For Online resources check online news sources like Boston Globe, The New York Times,  USA today, Yahoo! News, NPR news, etc.  When you get to those sites you will have to check for links to their “science news” sections as well as just reading the headlines.  Also, there are specific science news websites which you can find out the names of by typing in things like “earth science news” into a search site like google.

5.  Make sure to ask yourself: Is this article a news event…or just an article?  A good way of checking is if the article could have appeared any time over the last year and it wouldn’t matter than it is probably not a news event.

Earth Science News Event Summary 

(complete, well written sentences!)

Student Name: ___________________________

News Source: _____________________________________________

URL (if article was found online) ________________________________________

Where event occurred: _______________________________________

When event occurred: ________________________________________

What happened: _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________(minimum)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Which of earth’s spheres were involved?  Explain.

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Grading Rubric

	Category
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	Article Selection  (20 pts.)

-earth science topic/event

-news event, not just a general information article

-from reputable news source
	
	
	
	
	

	Article Summary (30 pts.)

-key information selected and summarized coherently

-summary written in author’s own words
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to apply understanding of earth’s  spheres (20 pts.)

-correctly identifies which spheres are involved and in what way
	
	
	
	
	

	Format and Presentation (20 pts.)

-correct title of poster present with date and section below at top of poster board

-article has been attached to corners of poster and has key information marked up

- all sections of article summary sheet have been completed

-good writing skills used such as complete sentences, correct spelling, capitalization, and punctuation used.

-arrows point to location of event

-neat and legible work

-passed in on time
	
	
	
	
	

	Understanding and Involvement Quiz (10 pts.)

-able to answer a question about a group member’s article
	
	
	
	
	


