Some Astronomy Review Questions

1. Why do the stars seem to circle Polaris every night?

2. Draw and label where Polaris would be in the sky (angle above the horizon) if you were on the equator looking up, in Wellesley looking up, and at the north pole looking up

3. Why can’t we see Orion tonight?

4. Explain why some constellations are part of the zodiac signs (birth signs) and other cooler constellations are not.

5. Draw a diagram of each of the following constellations:

	6. Big Dipper (also show where polaris is)


	7. Orion (include colored stars rigel and beetlegeuse)

	8. Taurus


	9. Cassiopia




10. Explain what causes stars to be reddish, whitish yellow, or bluish.

11. Explain why some stars are brighter than others

12. Explain the concept of a light year

13. Draw and describe our galaxy including what it looks like from earth and what it would look like from far off in space from another galaxy

14. Where do all the elements such as hydrogen and cabon that make up us (and apple pie) come from?

15. How old is the universe?

16. Describe why the moon has phases

17. What phase of the moon (draw and name) would people see from earth given this diagram?

18. First quarter moon is as high as it gets when the sun ______________.

19. What time does a 3rd quarter moon rise (picture yourself in the dome and do this for people on mt. nose)?

20. What time does a full moon rise?
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