Agents of Erosion Chart

Fill in the following chart:

	Agent of Erosion
	Features of Erosion
	Features of Deposition
	Method(s) of erosion, transportation & Deposition

	Ground

water
	
	
	

	Running water


	
	
	

	Waves


	
	
	

	Glaciers
	
	
	

	Wind
	
	
	

	Gravity


	-Steeper cliffs, canyon and valley walls

-scars
	-talus slopes

-“landslide” debris
	Rock loosened by weathering and triggered by steep slopes, earthquakes, water, etc. falls, slides, slumps, creeps or flows under the influence of gravity downslope with or without water in between sediment.  Sediment is deposited when it reaches the bottom of the slope or become stable on the slope.


Gravity

1. What is mass wasting? What agent of erosion is causing the movement of material in this case?

2. how is mass wasting different than the other types of erosion?

3. how do we know that mass wasting plays a role in creating river valleys along with the stream itself?

4. what type of sedimentary rock forms from the gravity eroded fragment piles (talus) at the bottom of steep slopes?

Glaciers

5. What is a glacier and how does it form?

6. Why can glaciers carry huge blocks of rock unlike other agents of erosion?

7. what clues do glacial striations give geologists?

8. what characteristics would glacial sediment have to differentiate it from sediment carried and deposited by other agents of erosion?

Wind

9. How is the transportation of sediment by wind and running water similar and how is it different?

10. explain how desert pavement forms from wind erosion

11. describe some features that wind blown sediment may have

Waves

12. while many other agents of erosion use ___________ , this grinding action is probably most intense in surfzones

13. what is evidence of this “grinding action” in the sediment worked by waves?

14. For what purpose is a groin built? Why might the building of one groin lead to the building of others?

