Anthony Woodville, Lord Scales, Second Earl Rivers

After his sister Elizabeth, Anthony Woodville was the second most influential member of the family in the
court of Edward IV. Born in 1442, he was a devout Lancastrian, fighting for King Henry VI at Towton,
but after the defeat, he switched his allegiance to Edward IV.

In 1460, Anthony married the heiress Elizabeth Scales, a match which brought him his first title as Lord
Scales and many estates, including Sandringham.

In 1473, Rivers was granted his most important and influential political appointment, that of Governor of
the Prince of Wales. The position allowed Rivers to preside over the Prince's court at Ludlow, and carried
with it the power to sign warrants on behalf of the the Prince. On April 14th Rivers received the
notification of Edward's death from his sister and Dorset, and instructions to bring the new king to London
with all haste. Nevertheless, it seems he felt secure enough with the King in his possession, to wait and
enjoy the St. George's Day celebrations, delaying the household's departure from Ludlow until April 24th.

It is agreed by many historians that River's decision to move Edward V from Northampton on to Stoney
Stratford, was a direct contravention of Gloucester's instructions and authority. Rivers himself must have
been aware that his position with Gloucester was precarious, for before he returned to Northampton to
meet with the Duke, he left instructions that the King's party was to start out early the next morning from
Stoney Stratford, and to not to wait for him if he was delayed. The next day, April 30th, Earl Rivers was
arrested by Gloucester and Buckingham in Northampton, and sent off immediately to Sheriff Hutton as a
prisoner.

On June 24, Rivers, along with Richard Grey, and Thomas Vaughan, was moved to Pontefract Castle. The
next day, under the supervision of Sir Richard Ratcliffe and the Duke of Northumberland, they were
beheaded one after the other. Under his splendid clothes, Rivers was found to be wearing a hair shirt,
which was later hung up in a church at Doncaster as a holy object.
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