Writing Assignment #1: Narration
”The personal essay unlike other genres, directly challenges the writer to work out her relationship with the subject, a process that takes place out in the open, with the reader as witness." Bruce Ballenger
Assignment 

Provide a personal narrative that gives insight into who you are and what, or who, made you into the person that you are today. You have options here; you can choose to focus on one of three things that have shaped your personality: a specific person, event, or location. For instance, you can describe a person who has been so influential and who you have learned so much from that you can’t imagine how differently your life would be today if you didn’t know them. Or perhaps there is a spot in the world that is, or was, your safe haven from everything else and you can still go back to-even if just in your mind-to feel comforted. Maybe this was the only room, town, or city that you truly felt at home. Finally, everyone has experienced a few events, both tragic and joyful, that have forever changed our outlooks on life. Whatever you choose, describe your story and how it has forever affected and changed you. If you get stuck, try choosing one of the following quotations and see how it applies to your own life.
“There is more to life than increasing speed.” M. Gandhi

“Sometimes the road less traveled is less traveled for a reason.” J. Seinfeld

“Failure is the opportunity to begin again, more intelligently.” H. Ford

“It’s not whether you get knocked down. It’s whether you get up again.” V. Lombardi

How do I do this?
When writing this paper, ask yourself, What does the reader most need to know to understand my thinking and feelings about this topic? What should I show about happened that gives a reader a clear sense of what happened? If you get stuck on making your essay convincing, even moving to the readers, remember, it’s in the details. 
What am I supposed to accomplish?

The personal narrative emphasizes the process of coming to know about yourself and your subject, exposing your reasoning and the ways you use knowledge to at the truth of things. Reflecting on these things can tell you a lot about how you think and potentially enable you to know you, those around you, and the preceding events in your life, a little better. 
Are there any specifications?

This paper should be one paragraph in length, contain a clear topic sentence, 3 supporting points, and a closing line, and be typed and double-spaced in 12 point font with one-inch margins. The peer review draft is due on Tuesday, October 2nd, and the final draft is due on Thursday, October 4th. 
