​​​​_____________________________________________________________

English 98-Fundamentals of English I
_____________________________________________________________

Instructor: Andrea Stemaly
E-Mail: astemaly@kvcc.edu
Phone: (269) 965-3931 ext. 2275

Office Hours: 
Course Description:

This course teaches students basic writing conventions such as sentence structure and punctuation along with their usage and relationship to writing paragraphs, summaries, and short papers. Students completing this course with at least a 2.0 are prepared to enter College Writing I or College Writing and Research.
Required Texts:

Progressions with Readings 7th ed. New York: Longman, 2007.
The Longman Pocket Writer’s Companion 2nd ed. New York: Longman, 2006.
Attendance Requirements:

Your successful completion of the course, as well as your mastery of the material, depends on regular attendance and on diligence in completing the assignments both in and out of class. However, it is understood that students may have to miss class due to illness and/or unforeseeable scheduling conflicts. If you do have to miss class, please notify me in advance, if possible, in order to complete missed work before the absence. If you miss class due to illness or another last-minute situation, notify me as soon as possible so we can discuss class material. You are responsible for obtaining you own missed work. Writing assignments and tests are scheduled well in advance; therefore, you are responsible for completing these tasks on time. In addition, through experience in the classroom, I have found that cell phones and pagers are a distraction, so please turn them off while in class. 

Academic Honesty:

Each student must be honest and do his/her own work. Students caught cheating will receive a zero on the test or assignment on which they cheated.

Learning Objectives:
-Apply the writing process through written work

-Write effective sentences

-Write well-structured paragraphs

-Write an organized, coherent essay

-Critique other student writing

Graduation Competencies:

1. Communicate effectively in writing
2. Read and think critically

3. Self-Direct Learning

Course Work:

The course work for this class will be divided into three groupings: 

1. Grammar Assignments

a. Textbook Activities

b. Quizzes

c. Plato

d. Grammar Post-Test

2. Writings and Writing assignments

a. Writing Assignments

b. Parts of the Writing Process

c. Journals

3.  Five Paragraph Final Exit Essay

Textbook Activities and Vocabulary Notes:

Textbook actives may be completed in the text or on a separate sheet of paper, and they will be checked at the beginning of the class period. If you arrive after the homework check is complete, credit will not be given. 

Grammar Quizzes:

These will test your mastery of the textbook concepts, and no late quizzes or retakes are allowed. 

Plato:

The Plato program is a computer program that reinforces the concepts taught in class, and it is available both the Writing Center and the Computer Labs. There are different modules listed in the program:

-Some have a tutorial and an application. For these modules, you will need to complete the tutorial and application with a score of 80% or higher.

-Some modules only have a tutorial, so for these, you only need to achieve an 80% or higher on the tutorial

Your progress in Plato will be checked and graded every week, so be diligent about completing the modules!

Writing Assignments:
The assignments will begin at a paragraph level and progress to an essay level. All writing assignments must be new, original pieces written for this class, and they will be graded on unity, support, coherence, and grammar skills. All writing assignments should be typed and double-spaced and include your name, the assignment name, and the date. 
Final Exit Essay:

This must be a five paragraph essay with a minimum of a one paragraph introduction and a one paragraph conclusion. It will be graded on unity, support, coherence, and grammar skills. In order to earn a course grade of 2.0 or better, you must complete the exit essay with a minimum grade of 2.0 regardless of the number of points you have accumulated for the course. Failure to complete this essay will result in a 0.0 grade.
Writing Center:
The Writing Center, which is located in room 2220, has staff that can help to understand assignments, course material, and the writing process. You are allowed and encouraged to seek their assistance when needed. 
Student Evaluation Criteria:

The final grade will be the combined average of the following scores:

a. Grammar 

(35%)
b. Writing    

(40%)
c. Final Exit Essay          (20%)
d. Grammar Post-Test
(5%)
A breakdown of the grammar and writing scores is listed below:

Grammar


Quizzes 

(40%)


Plato
  

(30%)


Textbook Activities 
(20%)

Writing


Writing Assignments  (60%)


Parts of the Process     (20%)


Journals

(20%)

In order to earn a course grade of 2.0 or better, you must complete the exit essay with a minimum of a 2.0, regardless of the number of points you have accumulated for the course. A grade of 0.0 will be given if the average of the grammar and writing scores falls below a 60% and/or if the exit essay is not completed. 

Grades

4.0     90-100 %
2.0   70-74 %


3.5     85-89 %
1.5   65-69 %


3.0     80-84 %
1.0   60-64 %


2.5     75-79 %
0.0   59 % or less


