Chapter 20-Using Verbs Correctly

There are three main forms to know:

1. Present-when the action is occurring

a. I jump to reach the high shelves. 

2. Past-when the action has already occurred

a. I jumped to reach the high shelves. 

3. Past Participle-indicates past tense and is usually used along with the helping verbs have or had

a. I have jumped to reach high shelves. 

Subjects and verbs have to agree in number. That means that a singular subject must be matched with a singular verb and a plural subject must be place with a plural verb.

Incorrect Sentence:

There is two homework activities that must be completed today. 

Corrected Sentence:

There are two homework activities that must be completed today. 

When there is a compound subject in a sentence and they are joined by or, nor, or but, the verb is going to agree with the subject it is closest to.

Examples: - Christine or the neighbors are making dinner. 


          - The neighbors or Christine is making dinner. 

Indefinite Pronouns and Collective Nouns

Indefinite Pronouns (one, anyone, nothing, everyone, etc.) refer to a group acting as one unit and, under every circumstance, take a singular verb.

Example: Each of my friends is athletic
a. Indefinite Pronouns: one, anyone, everyone, everybody, something, everything (are always singular)

b. Example Sentences:
i. Each of the Boy Scouts received _his____ merit badge.

ii. Everyone in the sorority donated _her____ time to the project.
Collective Nouns consist of words like team, class, committee, group (refer to more than one place or thing), and they are usually are singular with the exception of when the individuals are acting separately.

Typical Case: The sophomore class is having its picture taken.

Abnormal Case: The jury members are fighting among themselves. 
Verb Tenses

Keep sentences in the same tense (present, past, etc.) throughout the same sentence. 

Incorrect Sentence:

He raced through the yellow light, stepped on the gas, and cuts off a driver in the left lane. 

Corrected Sentence:

He raced through the yellow light, stepped on the gas, and cut off a driver in the left lane. 

