Chapter 18-Writing Sentences with Variety and Parallelism

Parallelism is giving equal structure or form to two or more related words in a sentence. Basically, this means giving equal balance to the items that are being listed. For example, the following sentence is not parallel.

Cookies come in many shapes, sizes, and are of different flavors.


-The underlined portions are the components being listed, so they need to be similar. To do this, the last listed item must be shortened.

Parallel:

Cookies come in many shapes, sizes, and flavors.

Chapter 19-Choosing Words Carefully
It is very easy to write the same way we speak by using slang, switching verb tenses, and using very informal language. However, when writing academic paper, always be aware of the word choices that are made. Here is a list of things to avoid:
1. Slang- dissed, slacker, etc. 

2. Clichés- In this day and age, In modern society, etc.

3. Overly formal language

4. Wordiness
Another good method to utilize in choosing the best word is to expand your vocabulary. A couple of easy ways to do this are to read for pleasure and beyond what you are assigned in class, use a dictionary and a thesaurus, and keep a personal vocabulary journal. 

