Chapter 14-Identifying Subjects and Verbs

Subjects and verbs are the basic units of sentences. A subject is usually a person, place, or thing, and verbs express action or a change in time and condition that takes place. There are three types of verbs: main (action), helping, and linking. 

1. Main (action)-communicate the primary action or state of 

     being in a sentence

     Examples-running, jumping, swimming, etc.

2. Helping-let us know when and under what conditions the action of the main verb took place-it helps the main verb out

Examples-is, are, am, would, could, should, have, has, had, etc. 

3. Linking-links the subject to the word that identifies or modifies it and often indicates action that can’t been seen-these verbs usually describe the five senses

Examples-appears, feels, looks, seems, becomes. 

Sentences that have more than one subject and/or verb are called compound subjects and compound verbs. 

Pronouns are words that can take the place of a noun and can be considered as subjects in most cases. 

Examples-I, he, she, it, they, you, we

