Chapter 3-Paragraph Basics

Every paragraph needs a topic sentence which expresses the main idea, or the point, of every paragraph. It is important to make sure your topic sentence does not fall into one of four categories: topic sentences that are too broad, too narrow, informative rather than purposeful, and announcing. 

1. Too broad

a. Many scientists know things.

Revised

b. Sir Isaac Newton made important contributions to the study of gravity. 

2. Too Narrow
a. I didn’t get hired at the medical center.

        Revised
b. Getting a job at the medical center is difficult. 

3. Informative rather than Purposeful

Rather than just simply stating what you are going to write about, you want to include your position on it and why you are discussing this topic.

For example, instead of just writing,

Many high school students have jobs.

Write, 

Having a part-time job in high school can interfere with school-work. 

4. Avoid announcing your topic

Do not begin your topic sentence with such phrases as, “I will discuss…..” , “In this paper I will talk about….”, “The topic of this paper is….” , “I would like to argue…..”

Every topic sentence needs enough information to support it and to make it sound credible. A good rule of thumb for a supporting point paragraph, to ensure there is enough support, is to make these paragraphs 7-12 sentences in length. The use of specific words, such as nouns, verbs, and modifiers can help to add enough specific detail. 

Transitions

The Function and Importance of Transitions

In both academic writing and professional writing, your goal is to convey information clearly and concisely, if not to convert the reader to your way of thinking. Transitions help you to achieve these goals by establishing logical connections between sentences, paragraphs, and sections of your papers. In other words, transitions tell readers what to do with the information you present them. Whether single words, quick phrases or full sentences, they function as signs for readers that tell them how to think about, organize, and react to old and new ideas as they read through what you have written. Transitions can be a word or a phrase (also, in addition, for example, etc.)
