Chapter 23

Different Forms of Comma Usage
1. With Dates
a. I expect to graduate on June 14, 2008. 
2. With places and addresses
a. When they retired, my parents moved to Naples, Florida.
3. Setting apart items in a list
a. Chicago is famous for Navy Pier, the Sears Tower, and the Great Lakes.
4. With coordination
a. Jillian gently picked up the baby chick, and she stroked it lovingly.
5. Setting off introductory material
a. As a result, the game was a tie.
6. Setting off Information that interrupts the main ideas in a sentence
a. The game, unfortunately, was rained out.
i. Since it is not imperative to have the word “unfortunately” in the sentence above (taking it out wouldn’t change the meaning), place inserter commas around it.
7. With coordinate modifiers
a. Be careful in the wet, slippery floor. 


Other Punctuation Marks

Colons- a colon can only be used at the end of an independent clause and is used to introduce a list or an explanation
· When I went grocery shopping, I picked up a few things: milk, eggs, and coffee.
· The room was a mess: dirty clothes were piled on the chairs, wet towels were thrown on the floor, and an empty pizza box was tossed in the closet.

Dashes-use these to set off remarks that interrupt the flow of a sentence
Marilyn Monroe’s real name-Norma Jean Baker-became more familiar to the public with the popularity of Elton John’s song “Candle in the Wind.”

Parentheses-also used to set off information that interrupts the flow of the sentence
	Marilyn Monroe (1926-1962) lived a very short life.

Hyphen-use this to join two or more words working together to communicate one concept
Marilyn Monroe was never considered one of the high-and-mighty actresses of her time. 

Apostrophes

1. Showing the Omission of Letters
a. Can + Not= Can’t
2. Showing Possession or Ownership
a. The medicine owned by the drugstore= the drugstore’s medicine
*If a singular form is used, the apostrophe is placed before the “s”: the boy’s toy. If a plural form is used, the apostrophe is usually placed after the “s”. The boys’ toys. 
     3. Add an apostrophe to plural nouns ending in s. 
	Brothers= brothers’
3. If  a word is already plural, such as children, the apostrophe belongs before the “s”, even if you’re referring to multiple children
a. Children’s toys

Quotations

1. Setting off direct quotations
a. Gloria Steinem said, “A woman without a man is like a fish without a bicycle.”
2. Setting off Titles of Short Works such as Magazine and Newspaper Articles, Poems, and Songs
a. Helen Reddy’s hit “I Am Woman” could easily be interpreted as a feminist song
3. Setting off Special Words or Expressions
a. Some people think that the term “feminist” has a negative undertone. 

