Chapter 21-Using Pronouns Correctly

Pronouns take the place of a noun or refer to a noun. Some common examples are he, she, it, you, we, they, and I.
The word or words a pronoun replaces is referred to as its antecedent. If a singular antecedent is used, a singular pronoun must be used to reference the antecedent. If a plural antecedent is used, a plural pronoun must be used. 

Example: Each of the three All-Pro Dallas Cowboys gave his autograph to the sick child. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Compound Subject Antecedents
A compound subject is a two-part subject with the parts connected by and, or, either….or, or neither…..nor, only…..bus (also).


1. When the noun antecedents are joined by and, the 

pronoun will usually be plural.

My father and mother sold their house and moved into an apartment. 

2. However, if the noun antecedents are joined by or, either….or, neither…..nor, the pronoun agrees with the closer antecedent. 

Neither the president nor his advisors believe they can get the disarmament bill through Congress. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Indefinite Pronouns

Pronouns can take the place of nouns and pronouns, and it is important to still be able to choose the correct antecedent form when referring to a subject. In the case of indefinite pronouns, a singular form will usually be used:

Everyone should bring his or her notebook to the lecture. 

However, there are a couple of exceptions.

1. With the following words, a plural form is used: both, many, few, several.

a. Few understand all their rights under the law. 

2. These words (all, any, more, most, some) can be either singular or plural.

a. All of the class finished their research papers. 

b. All of the report fell out of its folder. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Avoiding Sexist Language
To avoid referring to everyone as male, as in the following sentence…

Each student is expected to bring his book to class.

…there are a few ways to avoid this. 

1. Use he or she, him or her, his or hers, or himself or herself.

a. Everybody described his or her career goals.

2. Use plural forms

a. All the students described their career goals. 

3. Reshape the sentence to avoid the pronoun

a. Every person described a career goal.

------------------------------------------------------------------------
Avoiding Unclear Pronoun References
When a reader cannot tell which antecedent a pronoun refers to, the problem in unclear reference:
Kathy was having lunch with Sasha when she heard the news. 

After I put the cereal and orange juice on the table, my dog jumped up and spilled it. 

In both sentences above, there’s an unclear reference, and the reader is left to guess what is being referred to. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Other Helpful Pronoun Tidbits
Depending on whether the pronoun used is singular or plural, the ending of the verb form will change:

If the pronoun used is one of the following-

He, She, and It = add an ‘s’ to the end of verbs

*He walks to the stores.

If the pronoun used is one of the following-

You, We, They, and I = do not add an ‘s’ to the end of the verb

*They walk to the store.

Pronoun Reference: If a sentence begins in the first person (I, me, my), the remainder of the sentence must follow suit and not switch to second person (your, yours) or third person (he, him).

