Writing Assignment #4: Argument

Assignment 
Many of us have really strong stances concerning a number of points, and on many occasions, these stances have been defended to those around us who may disagree with our particular perspective. Not everyone is going to see eye to eye on all matters, and that is okay as long as we have the ability to clearly articulate and support our stances so there is validity behind them. For this assignment, you are going to take a stance on a controversial topic presented in a reading and argue as to why you find this particular stance true or valid. 

How do I do this?

Begin by selecting a topic, and remember, you are only arguing from one perspective. For example, if you want to argue for abortion, even though you may see some valid points to both sides of the argument, if you feel more strongly about the pro-choice aspect of this dilemma, argue for that side. You will have to do a bit of research to accomplish fully supporting your point since you want to have valid information to support your opinion as well as see what other people are saying about this topic. However, you do not have to include source citations within your paper. You should try to be persuasive enough to enable another person (particularly one who disagrees with you) that you have a valid, logical, and informed perspective.

 What am I supposed to accomplish?

You should be able to fully and intellectually discuss and support a controversial topic. Too often, opinions and thoughts are formed by being “handed-down” from parents, friends, and those surrounding an individual. When someone is continually inundated with certain perspectives, particularly from a young age, it becomes too easy to accept these opinions and beliefs as a truism without actually questioning them. The goal is to question and justify a stance on a particular topic and see if you have valid reasons for supporting this topic, and if not, possibly discover what led you astray and what your new perspective is. 

Are there any specifications?

This paper should be a minimum of one paragraph, typed, and double-spaced in 12 point font with one-inch margins. The peer review draft is due on Monday, July 17th, and the final draft is due on Wednesday, July 19th. 

