Writing Assignment #3: Summary

Assignment 
The ability to write an effective summary might be the most important writing skill a college student can possess. You need to be able to summarize before you can be successful at most of the other kinds of writing that will be demanded of you in college, and it is an important part of note taking, too. These skills are used in daily life as well. For example, to be able to answer questions such as “what was the movie about?” “how did the game go?” and “what did I miss in class today?” you must be able to summarize.  Your questioner doesn't want to know every line and action in the movie, every play in the game, or every word from class; the question asks you to select the important details and summarize them.  Similarly, when you summarize a reading you need to be able to find the important data and then present it as clearly and concisely as possible. For this assignment, you will summarize a reading of at least 1 page in length into a maximum of 1 paragraph in length. 

How do I do this?
Some key features of this form of writing are the following:
(1)  it is shorter than the source, 
(2)  it repeats the ideas of the source in different phrases and sentences. 
What am I supposed to accomplish?

This is a skill that can be continuously used throughout life and on the job. Politicians and corporations employ people to read every newspaper and newsmagazine and summarize relevant stories and articles. The more concise the summary the better, yet if any major details are omitted the purpose of the summary is lost--its readers will be uninformed on key aspects of the news and may make embarrassing errors as a result. The summaries that you write in college are as important to your academic career as these summaries are to these politicians and business people, and accuracy and concision are just as important, too. 

Are there any specifications?

This paper should be one paragraph in length, typed, and double-spaced in 12 point font with one-inch margins. The peer review draft is due on Monday, July 3rd, and the final draft is due on Wednesday, July 5th. 

