Chapter 12-Verbs: Voice and Consistency

Verb Tenses

Keep sentences in the same tense (present, past, etc.) throughout the same sentence. 

Incorrect Sentence:

He raced through the yellow light, stepped on the gas, and cuts off a driver in the left lane. 

Corrected Sentence:

He raced through the yellow light, stepped on the gas, and cut off a driver in the left lane. 

Passive and Active Voice

There are two basic ways to structure a sentence, and the active voice is usually the shorter, more concise, and clearer of the two forms. 

In the active voice, the subject of the sentence is doing the action.

Example: I designed the album cover.

In the passive voice, the action is being done to the subject.

Example: The album cover was designed by me. 

Chapter 13-Making Subjects and Verbs Agree

Subjects and verbs have to agree in number. That means that a singular subject must be matched with a singular verb and a plural subject must be place with a plural verb.

Incorrect Sentence:

There is two homework activities that must be completed today. 

Corrected Sentence:

There are two homework activities that must be completed today. 

When there is a compound subject in a sentence and they are joined by or, nor, or but, the verb is going to agree with the subject it is closest to.

Examples: - Christine or the neighbors are making dinner. 


          - The neighbors or Christine is making dinner. 

Indefinite Pronouns

These (one, anyone, nothing, everyone, etc.) refer to a group acting as one unit and, under every circumstance, take a singular verb.

Example: Each of my friends is athletic.

Collective Nouns

These (team, class, committee) refer to a group acting as one unit and usually take a singular verb. The one exception is when the members are acting as individuals.

Singular Example: The jury is examining the evidence.

Plural Example: The football team are arguing among themselves. 

