Chapter 10: Verbs: The Four Main Forms

There are four main forms that are commonly encountered:

1. Present Tense-describes action occurring in the present

a. I walk, you walk, etc.

2. Past Tense-describes action that has already occurred

a. I walked, you walked, etc.

3. Present Participle-the –ing form of a verb along with a helping verb

a. He was walking

4. Past Participle-The past tense form of a verb used with the helping verbs have, has, or had

a. I have walked

Irregular Verb Forms

There are also many irregular verb forms, and familiarizing yourself with the list presented on pages 117-119 is the best way to ensure using the correct verb form.

Chapter 11: More on Verb Tenses
There are a few more verb forms that are used, but not quite as often:

1. Present Progressive-an –ing verb form plus a present tense helping verb (am, is, are) and is used to show the action is occurring right now

Example: Terri is listening to music.

2. Past Progressive-an –ing verb form plus a past tense helping verb (was, were) and is used to indicate that one event was in progress when something else happened
Example: George was walking carefully when he slipped on the ice. 

3. Present Perfect-the past tense form of a verb used with just the helping verbs have or has and is used to show an action that started in the past but is still occurring.

Example: Jacqueline has studied yoga for two years.
4. Past Perfect-the past tense form of a verb with the helping verb had and is used to show when more than one event occurred
Example: Alan had cut the grass by the time Dave arrived. 
