Chapter 3-Avoiding Run-on Sentences and Comma Splices

Run-ons

Two independent clauses joined without any punctuation is a run-on sentence.

Example: I worked hard in the class I earned a good grade.

Comma Splice-When just a comma is used between two independent clauses

Example: I worked hard in the class, I earned a good grade

Chapter 4-Beyond the Simple Sentence: Subordination

An independent clause can be changed into a dependent one by adding a subordinating conjunction (after, before, even, while, etc.) to the beginning of the clause. 

Example: 
David cooks; he makes wonderful meals. = IC; IC
When David cooks, he makes wonderful meals. = DC, IC

When a sentence has a combination of independent and dependent clauses, it is called a complex sentence. There is one trick that is important to know. If the dependent clause comes at the beginning of the sentence, the clause is followed by a comma. If the dependent clause comes at the end of the sentence, the clause does not need a comma. 
