Chapter 20-Writing a Paragraph-Generating Ideas

Forming Ideas

When trying to generate ideas for a paper, there are two common techniques to accomplish this. 

1. Freewriting-writing without stopping-don’t correct punctuation, don’t worry about how things sound, just write

2. Brainstroming-similar to freewriting, but write about a specific topic asking yourself questions as you progress

Organizing  Ideas

Once a topic is settled upon, it can be useful to organize the main points that are to be discussed before beginning to write the paper, and there are two common ways of doing this.

1. Mapping-cluster the related ideas into separate lists
2. Outlining-grouping the supporting points into separate lists 
Forming a Topic Sentence

1. Review your details and see if you can form some general idea that will summarize the details.
2. Write that general idea in one sentence.

There are some forms of sentences that cannot be used for topic sentences. 

1. Just listing the topic-One way to lose weight.

2. Announcing-How to be a good dancer is the subject of this paper.

3. Too broad-Working can be very frustrating

4. Too narrow-Jack’s truck is a new Ford

Chapter 21-Writing a Paragraph: Devising a Plan-Outlines

Create an outline to determine if there is enough information and/or if there are details that are not needed. 

Chapter 24-Writing a Narrative

Writing a narrative is writing a story about something that occurred to you, whether it was an encounter with a friend, event, or an ongoing situation
