Chapter 14-Using Pronouns Correctly: Agreement and Reference

Pronouns are words that substitute for nouns, and a pronoun’s antecedent is the word or words it replaces.

Example: George is a wonderful father; he is loving and kind. 

Unclear Pronoun References

Make sure there is a clear antecedent in every sentence.

Unclear: Carla told Elaine that her car had a flat tire.

Clear: Carla told Elaine that Carla’s car had a flat tire. 

Chapter 15-Using Pronouns Correctly: Consistency and Case

If a sentence begins in the first person, keep it in the first person. If it begins in the second person, keep it in the second person.

Not consistent: The last time I went to that movie theater, the only seat you could get was in the front row.

Consistent: The last time I went to that movie theater, the only seat I could get was in the front row. 

Choosing the Correct Pronoun

How do you select the correct one? Isolate the pronoun from the other subject in the sentence.

Diane had a big surprise for Jack and I/me/myself.

By doing this, you can see which one makes sense with the rest of the sentence. 
