Chapter 1-The Simple Sentence

Verbs

Verbs are words that express some kind of action or being, and there are three forms: action, being, and helping verbs. 

· Action verbs tell what somebody or something does: runs, jump, plays, etc.

· Being verbs tell what somebody or something is (often describes one of the five senses): feels, looks, smells, seems, tastes, is, etc.

· Helping verbs are placed in front of the main verb and are typically the “small” verbs: am, can, is, do, has, will, etc.

Subjects
The subject in the sentence is who or what is doing the action, and there can often be more than one subject in a sentence.

Example: Sneakers and socks covered the floor of the closet. 

Prepositions

Prepositions are words that signal a place or a position of an object, and are words like about, above, behind, in, from, under, on, etc. An entire prepositional phrase is made up of a preposition and its object: about the movie, up the chimney, etc.

*Subjects and verbs can never be found in a prepositional phrase!*

Words That Cannot Be Verbs

There are some words and phrases than can easily be confused as verbs but really aren’t. These include adverbs (always, often, ever) that are placed directly next to a verb, the work not, and infinitives (any form of a verb with the word to in front of it-to call, to run). 

Chapter 2-Beyond the Simple Sentence: Coordination
Clauses

A group of words containing a subject and a verb is called a clause. If the word grouping makes sense by itself, it is called an independent clause or a simple sentence. If the grouping does not make sense by itself, it is called a dependent clause or a fragment. 

IC=She brought a cake.

DC=Because she brought a cake. 

Connecting Words

She brought a cake. She forgot a cake slicer.

Writing with a number of short, choppy independent clauses like the ones above makes writing repetitive, so alter sentence combinations with a couple of sentence combining techniques. 

1. Coordinating Conjunctions or FANBOYS-
     For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So (Use a CC along with a 

     comma to combine to ICs.
Example: She brought a cake, but she forgot a cake slicer. 

*To use this method, there must be two independent clauses on either side of the comma!*

2. Semicolons-These can also be used to separate two ICs. 

    A good trick to remember is that if a period can be used,     

    a semicolon can be used in the same spot.

Example: She brought a cake; she forgot a cake slicer.

3. Conjunctive Adverbs-connecting words that point out 

    or clarify a relationship between 2 ICs. These are words 

    like also, as a result, therefore, however, next, etc.
Example: She brought a cake; however, she forgot a cake slicer. 

*If the CA has more than one syllable in it (as the example above does), place a comma after the word or phrase!*

