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English 97-Writing Skills
Fall 2006

_____________________________________________________________

Instructor: Andrea Karn

E-Mail: karna@kellogg.edu
Phone: (269) 965-3931 ext. 2275

Office Hours: I hold my office hours in The Learning Place or by appointment. My current available hours in The Learning Place are listed below:
Tuesday
 2-3 p.m.
Friday

8-1 p.m.

Wednesday 
 5-8 p.m.
Course Description:

This course is designed for students scoring between 23-37 on the Asset Writing test. Three credits of this course will be in the classroom and one credit in a computer lab setting. Students will study grammar and mechanics, spelling, sentence structure, and paragraph development. The one credit hour lab portion of the course will enhance the classroom activities. 
Text and Materials:

Along These Lines Writing Sentences and Paragraphs
Class notes and various handouts throughout the semester
Learning Objectives:

1. Practice writing clear, grammatically correct sentences through the study of standard English and the basic rules of grammar.

2. Recognize topic sentences and relevant ideas.

3. Recognize and use complete sentences in narrative and expository paragraphs. 

4. Demonstrate the ability to use the computer effectively for paragraph writing. 

Attendance Requirements:

Your successful completion of the course, as well as your mastery of the material, depends on regular attendance and on diligence in completing the assignments both in and out of class. However, it is understood that students may have to miss class due to illness and/or unforeseeable scheduling conflicts. Therefore, three absences during the semester are permitted, but after the third absence the student will be withdrawn from the class. Please contact me as soon as possible if you have missed a class, so you know what needs to be done and won’t fall behind. Writing assignments and tests are scheduled well in advance; therefore, you are responsible for completing these tasks on time. Late Policy: If you are no more than twenty minutes late, this will count as a ½ class absence. In addition, you are responsible for obtaining you own missed work. 

Academic Honesty:

Each student must be honest and do his/her own work. Students caught cheating will receive a zero on the test or assignment on which they cheated.

Student Evaluation Criteria:
Attendance/Participation
The better your attendance and participation, the more points you will receive. The total for the semester is 50 points.

In-Class Work
All work done during class time, such as practice writings and group exercises, will be worth a total of 100 points. 

Homework
All homework will be worth a total of 150 points.

Paragraphs
Five graded paragraphs with topics and structure assigned by the instructor. Each will be worth 100 points. 

Quizzes
Five grammar quizzes covering material studied up to that point: 20 points each

Exams
Four exams will be taken at 100 points each. 

Lab Participation/
You will be expected to complete all lab work and 

Plato/Journal Writings
activities. The total for the semester will be 700 points. 

Grades

A     100-93%

A-     92-89

B+     88-87

B       86-83

B-      82-79

C+     78-77

C       76-73

C-      72-69

D+     68-67

D       66-65

D-     64-63

F       62 and below

G      This applies to students who have made significant progress but have not achieved  

         the writing skills to take English 120 and will need to complete English 99 first. 

Note: A grade of C or higher is needed to pass into English 120.

