ENGLISH 97 & ENGLISH 120         Name______________________          

THE PARAGRAPH RUBRIC              Class and Section#____________
                                                             Date______________________
COMMUNICATING IDEAS CLEARLY:
____     Paragraph has no topic sentence.
____     Ideas are not presented in an order that makes sense.

____    All the sentences in the paragraph do not support the same topic.
____    Transition words or phrases are not used to connect ideas. (but, also,

                     nevertheless, first, finally, on the other hand,  etc.).                        
____     Paragraph does not have a concluding sentence.

WRITING STRONG SENTENCES:
____     Sentence fragments.

____     Run-on sentences.

____     Sentences don’t have a variety of lengths (too many short, choppy sentences).
OBSERVING STANDARD USAGE: 

____     Sentences don’t begin with capital letters or have correct end punctuation.

____     Subjects and verbs in sentences do not agree in number.
____     Words are not spelled correctly. 

____     Pronoun references are unclear.
            ____     Time is inconsistent (moves from present time to past time etc.). 

            ____     Correct internal punctuation is not used.

                   ____      commas                                                            

                   ____      apostrophes

                   ____      quotation marks                     Number of points _______
                   ____      semi-colons                                                                                

                   ____      colons      

COMMENTS:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                               
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