 The Research Process   
1. Complete exploratory research

2. Develop a tentative research question/research project

3. Begin focused research by going to the databases and locating 2-3 potential sources

4. Skim 2-3 potential sources for key events and ideas and compile a list of words and phrases that can be used when searching the databases.

5. Return to the databases and locate 2-3 more USEFUL sources. Prior to printing sources, skim them to make sure that are suitable for your topic choice.

6. Read these new sources, and think about avenues of focus within your research question/research project

7. Develop a revised research question/research project that incorporates your newly identified avenues of focus.

8. Return to the databases and locate sources for these avenues of focus. Take notes on note cards

9. Look through these notes and start looking for how the information falls into groups. These groups will become either large paper sections or paragraphs within the sections.

10. Return to the databases and locate sources that pertain specifically to the paper sections and the paragraphs. Take notes on note cards.

11. Write paper sections. If you do not have enough information to write the minimum word count, you have not done enough reading and/or the sources you have are not adequate. Review what you have written and identify areas that are weak and ideas that could be added. Return to the databases and locate sources that pertain specifically to the ideas that you identified as needing development. Take notes on note cards prior to using the sources in your paper.

12. Revise the paragraphs you have to make sure they have clear topic and ending sentences. 

13. Put paper sections together w/ introduction, transitional paragraphs, and conclusion.

14. Revise first draft with an eye to both content and structure

15. Proofread for grammar and spelling

16. Submit your revised first draft to the discussion board for a group member to fill out a Revision Sheet.

17. Look at the Revision Sheet from your group member, and make the suggested revisions that make sense to you. You can disagree with your peer editor and choose to no make revisions that were suggested. 

18. Submit your final draft for a grade via the digital drop box.

