Preliminary Outline for Research Paper
This is a beginning for organizing the ideas you have discovered so far. 
You are thinking about what would be the two major sections of a 1800-2700 word (6-9 page)  essay. Each of these sections could potentially be 900-1200  words (3-4 pages).
At this stage you just have some basic ideas, so you need to list your topic, tentative thesis, and your two assertions. 
If you cannot figure out what your two assertions would be, you have NOT done enough reading on your topic.
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Topic : Teen suicide in America 

Introduction with Tentative Thesis/Hypothesis 
Teen suicide happens in America 
Assertion #1 - will be 3-4 paragraphs
Reasons for teen suicide

 

Transitional Paragraph
 

Assertion #2 - will be 3-4 paragraphs
Treatments for suicide

 

Conclusion with review of Thesis/Hypothesis 
 

 



 
When planning a 6+ page paper, we will plan for two sections of 3-4 pages each. These sections are connected together by transitional paragraphs (which we will also read about)

 

An assertion is what will be covered in the body paragraphs of each 3-4 page section, so most 6-9 page papers have two to three  assertions.
 

 

