Note that you are asked to bold, italicize, and underline specific words. This is a requirement ONLY for this course. You will not do this in other college papers. 
 

 

 
 The Cheating Problem
 
 
Chris Sampleson
Engl. 152- MW 9:45
13 February 2002
Sampleson 1
 

The Problem of Cheating

Survival of the fittest is the name of the game of this world that we live in.  We move through life with our arms reaching out to grasp our dreams, and do whatever it takes to achieve them.  Some people breeze through life’s challenges and make it to the top.  Others struggle their whole life trying to capture their hearts desire, but they never seem to reach it.  Life is like a game of cards; play them right and you’re bound to win some hands.  When the pressure is on and the stakes are high, an ace up your sleeve may be the only answer.  Cheating in America is a huge problem.  While society causes the problem, schools and students are directly responsible, and everyone needs to come together and try to solve the problem.

The very core problem of cheating comes from society.  One college student said that students are brought up to believe that they should do whatever it takes to succeed, and according to a recent poll, 25% of adults feel that this is true (Barco 12).  This is not just being pounded into children’s heads by parents, but from society as a whole.  From the time I was very young and in elementary school, I felt stress and pressure to do good in school.  Students are told from the start that they must go to college.  In today’s society students are being pushed to the point of perfection. American students seem to have been programmed to achieve our goals no matter the cost, even if that might be cheating. If it is not the pressure that causes it, then it is the examples that students see growing up (“Cheating Situation” 84).  All through society students see people lie to get ahead.  The media lies, companies lie to get more money from people, and even parents are lying to get ahead in life.  Children are growing up seeing this happen all around them.  Even if they know that it is wrong to lie and cheat, they think that it is okay to do it.  As society lies, it causes the problem of cheating and makes it worse.
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While society is the start of the problem, schools are directly responsible for cheating.  Before I came to KCC, I went to an engineering school in Flint, called Kettering University, or GMI.   The semesters were packed into 12 weeks and the minimum number of credits to be a full time student is 19.  Even the teachers said that it was almost impossible to get everything done that a student has to have done.  The teachers allowed the use of crib sheets to help students do well. ***This supports Barrett’s observation that some teachers lower their expectations and send a message that cheating is an acceptable way to overcome a challenging obstacle (76). Another example of schools allowing cheating happened at my high school.  At my high school, students had to have a C or better each week to be able to play sports.  One Friday afternoon, the day of an important football game, I sat in my history class near the teacher’s desk and watched him routinely check the grade book and sign student eligibility forms.  When he came to one of the star football player’s form, he called him up to his desk.  The teacher said to the player, “You are failing this week, but let me see what I can do to let you pass.”  The teacher looked up three of the student’s missing assignments and let him turn them in late for full credit. This incident supports the research that indicates some coaches make teachers feel obligated to make sure a student can participate in a sporting event (Comp and Jones 86).  When schools allowing these things to happen, it shows students that they can cheat and adds to the problem.

Along with schools being responsible for cheating, students are also to blame.  Some students believe that other students really do not understand if they are cheating or not (“Cheating Situation” 83).  These students are just ignorant to say this and virgins to the whole concept of cheating.  When most students cheat, they know that they are doing it and have reasons for it.  Whether students do not have enough time, are under too much pressure, or are just pure lazy, they know what they are doing.  According to 
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Comp and Jones, with new technology like the Internet, it is easy for anyone to cheat (70).   However, technology is not to blame; the people how use the technology without integrity are the ones to blame. It seems that some students will always find ways to cheat and not get caught.  Since it is the students who are choosing to cheat, they are directly responsible for the problem.

In addition to the students, society and schools are the key to the solution of cheating.  If a student who got caught cheating talked to other students, then those other students will take the consequences of cheating more serious (“Cheating Situation” 81). I know that when I hear teachers telling me the same boring speech of ‘don’t cheat or you will get caught’, and ‘don’t cheat or you will get a zero,’ I just laugh to myself.  If students hear about other students getting caught, then they will realize that they, too, can actually get caught cheating.  It is sort of like a reality check for students, hearing what happens when someone gets caught cheating. Society also needs to take a role. Parents need to not condone cheating, and society needs to not put an exorbitant amount of pressure on school performance. Schools are responsible for the solution and some successful schools are getting students involved in honor code systems.  More students in a school that does not have a honor code system think cheating goes on than in a school with one (Barrett 75).  These systems let students know what is expected of them and that cheating is a serious issue.  Students, society, and schools need to quit rushing everything and work together to find a solution to cheating.

When society sets the examples of cheating, schools allow cheating, and the students themselves are cheating, it becomes important for everyone to work together so the problem of cheating can be solved.  This is not going to happen over night, but over time it can greatly improve.  Survival of the fittest may be human nature, but that does not mean that cheating is the way to reach goals.    
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