Requirements for the Unit Two Research Paper
 
For your final Unit Two Paper, you need to write a 1800-2700 word  minimum informative paper on your topic. (6-9 page)

 

This paper must include the following: Introduction, (background paragraph – optional), Mini-transition Paragraph, Assertion 1 (3-4 body paragraphs), Transition paragraph between Assertion 1 and Assertion 2, Assertion 2 (3-4 body paragraphs), Conclusion and Reference page.
 

 
Your 1800 word paper must be detailed and thorough. 
To help ensure that you understand your topic and that your information is sufficient your paper must comply with the following.
 
 
      Contain a minimum of 1800 words of written text – excluding title page and Works Cited/Reference page. This is approximately a minimum of 6 pages. Papers less than the minimum requirement will receive no credit.
         Have 7-10 entries on your Works Cited/Reference page. A minimum of 5 sources MUST come from the databases. It is best if all your sources are articles from the databases.

         Use attribution at least 2 times, but no more than three times.

         Have all necessary in-text citations

         Not contain any improperly paraphrased (plagiarized) sentences

 

The above are the bare minimum requirements; most students will exceed some or all of the minimal requirements.
 
1.      You must use a title page.

2.      Works Cited/Reference page should be 100% correct.
A few minor errors will be tolerated, but entries that demonstrate a total lack of knowledge about MLA/APA documentation will result in a failing grade.

 
3.      In-text citations should be accurate.
A few minor errors will be tolerated, but citations that demonstrate a total lack of knowledge about MLA/APA citation rules will result in a substantially lowered grade.

 
4.      All incidents of plagiarism or improper use of sources will result in a failing grade in the course. 
--A large portion of class time has been devoted to understanding how not to plagiarize, and students are expected to have mastered the skill of paraphrasing. If you are at all uncertain, seek help from me PRIOR to submitting your draft to be graded. 
--If I believe that something has been plagiarized, it will be your responsibility to show me that you paraphrased appropriately. 
--Students must also use their sources properly and not be dishonest in what sources they claim to have read or used in their research process and in their research paper.
--Students MUST retain all sources until a final grade is issued. Students MUST be able to produce the original source of all documented facts. Students MUST be prepared to show that any questioned sentence or section was not plagiarized.  

 



What to bold, underline, and italicize
Note that you are asked to bold, italicize, and underline specific words. This is a requirement ONLY for this course. You will not do this in other college papers. 
Underline: words that indicate the over all main argument of your paper
         Introduction - Underline the words in the thesis statement that indicate the main topics of your two assertions

 

Bold - Claims
         Introduction  - Key words of your Claims as they appear in your Assertions

         In the topic sentence of each body paragraph, bold the KEY WORD(s)

         In the ending sentence of each body paragraph, bold the KEY WORD(s)

 

Italicize: Transition words 
         The transitional words you use between the body paragraphs of each section 

         The transitional sentence you use between the Assertions within the transitional paragraph 

 

In your transitional paragraphs: Three sentences

#1        Bold:                list of claims that previous section discussed (key words only)

#2        Italicize:           words in the sentence that signal you are changing topics. 

#3        Bold:                list of claims that next section will discuss (key words only)

 

 

You are also asked to include the identifying words such as Assertion 1, Transition, and Claim 3. 
Again, this is a requirement ONLY for this particular English course. 
 

For your topic, choose one of the following questions and write 4-6 pages on the topic:

1. If I were going to move to another city, it would be …. (Consider location, population, weather, income, cost of living, entertainment, school system, job market, traffic, crime rate, etc.)

2. If I were going to choose a job or career, it would be …. (Consider preparation, education, potential earnings, negatives and positives, needs analysis, etc.)

3. If I were going to choose a four-year college to attend, it would be …. (Consider location, cost, entrance requirements, programs of study, reputation, student housing, parking, etc.)

4. If I were planning to purchase a house for the first time, I would need to know …. (Consider location, market value, new structure, old structure, appliances, warranties, liens, mortgages, interest rates, buying power, monthly payments, taxes, insurance, re-sale value, etc.)

5. If I were going to purchase individual health insurance, I would need to research …. (Consider coverage, deductibles, cost, restrictions, etc.)

