MLA Documentation Terms

 
These are common terms that will be used throughout the course. 
Study and know these terms because they are important for your success in this course.
 

 
Documentation is the formal acknowledgement of the research sources used in a piece of writing.
 
 

Bibliography is the list of all the research sources you have read.
 

 
Annotated bibliography is the list of all the research sources you have read with an accompanying 4-8 sentence paragraph evaluation of each source. (Some instructors will limit each evaluation to a 25-word statement.) 
 
 
Working bibliography and Works Consulted are both names for the list of all the research sources you have read and are considering using in your paper.
 
 
Works Cited is the list of all the research sources that you actually use for your paper and for which you have an in-text citation.
 
 
In-text citation (also called parenthetical reference) is used within the text of a paper to specifically identify the source of the information. The parenthetical references within the text are keyed to the Works Cited page of the research paper.
 
 
Attribution is identifying the author and/or source of research information within the text of a paper.  
For example, 
Dr. John Smith, a leading astrophysicist, argues that further exploration of Mars is essential (47).   
 
“Schools of Fools” indicated that 57% of college seniors admitted to cheating at least once in college (62). 
