Attribution is identifying the author and/or source of research information within the text of a paper.
Attribution is a strategy to add both variety and credibility to your researched paragraphs. 
Attribution can be used with paraphrases and direct quotes.
Quotation marks are used ONLY with direct quotations. 
When explaining in-text citations, the Pocket Handbook states "If you state the author's name or the title of the work in your sentence, do not include it in the parenthetical reference" (169). 

Attribution example using author 
New computer software allows the government authorities to be able to un-encrypt the message that was sent. Rick Henderson states this “would be no different from giving government agents the key to your house and trusting that they will never drop by unannounced” (8). Notice the change in the format of the in-text citation.
Attribution example using title
According to the article "Alcohol-Related Problems," health problems occur from drinking two or more drinks on a daily basis (47). Notice the change in the format of the in-text citation.
Attribution example using author and title
Penn's political motivation is discussed by Joseph P. Kelley in Pennsylvania, The Colonial Years,
1681-1776 (44). Notice the change in the format of the in-text citation.
