Genre Research Project (P1)

Projects Light

ENGL 1050  (section 145)
Instructor:  Joyce R. Walker  reenste@gmsil.com or joyce.walker@wmich.edu
Kristin Denslow kristindenslow@hotmail.com
	Writing Auto-ethnography (Analyzing the boundaries, potential value, audience impact, etc. of a personal text)


	Overview:   This exercise began with the free write on the first day.  The idea is to think about a genre of writing (and a specific example of that genre) that is interesting or valuable to you.  The goal of this activity is for you to write a short (1page) essay that describes the value or interest of this piece of writing.

Details:        This exercise will help you to begin thinking about what defines a genre and the ways you’ve learned to understand genres as you’ve composed various kinds of texts. And here are some questions for you to think about – are the criteria that make a piece of writing valuable to us also what make it valuable to others?  Can a piece of writing be valuable even if it doesn’t have any impact on anyone but us? Can a piece of writing be valuable even if it fails to conform to important, traditional features of a genre? This is a “perfection” document ☺ which means you should aim to make it perfect in style and mechanics.



	Exercises in Classyfing & Dividing and Comparing & Contrasting.
	Overview:    In this activity we will work in groups to define the genre of “fake news” using the NFG as a guide for how to organize and format our descriptions. 
Details:        Your job for this in-class exercise is to  develop a “genre description” (based on the way that book does it) for the “fake news” genre.  However, since this is a hybrid genre (in several ways) you are going to have to think carefully about how to define it – and whether the NFG offers a good “genre” to follow for describing this genre! This is draft document ● (which means that it should be typed up, but doesn’t need to be “perfect” in terms of grammar and style).


	Project Proposal
	Overview:    1-2 paragraphs (typed) describing your project, making sure to used the skills from the previous exercise to explain how you see the boundaries of your genre.

Details:        The rhetorical purpose of this proposal is to let me know (and to describe to yourself) what you are going to be doing – what is the scope of your research and how do you plan to argue for the distinctness and unique character of the genre you’ve selected. This is a “perfection” document ☺ which means you should aim to make it perfect in style and mechanics.


	Media Exercise


	Overview:    Here is a question:  Is a 1 page paper on a literacy event from your past, written with pencil on ruled school paper the same genre as a 1 page paper on a literacy event from your past written with crayon?  Built out of clay?  

Details:        I’ll be bringing materials to class and we’ll be trying the exercise I describe above.  Our goal is to ask when the “tool” we use to produce a text actually become an integral part of the genre we’re attempting to use to communicate something.  Does media shape content? Does it shape the audience reception? This is a draft document ☼, which means it is more about learning and thinking and not at all about polished writing.


	Researching Genre History & timeline:


	Overview:    Presentations and discussions about how your genre research is progressing. Producing timelines of your genre’s history.

Details:        This is an in-class writing assignment, but you will need to do research outside of class to complete the assignment. What is the history of your genre?  Can you mark off where your genre separates from other genres?  When, for example, did hip-hop and rap become distinct genres?  Why?  Is a teen-age girl’s diary from 1900 the same as a teen-age girl’s blog in 2006?  This materials should be really useful in creating your genre description. This is a draft document ☼, which means it is more about learning and thinking and not at all about polished writing.


	Beta-Testing Activity
	Overview:    This is a research and testing activity in which another class member use the description and criteria you’ve developed for your genre and field test it to see whether you are adequately describing the important features of the genre

Details:        This activity will require both out-of-class research and in-class writing and discussion. We will be working across gang boundaries on this activity – so the person testing your genre description may not know much about you or your writing. This is a draft document ☼, which means it is more about learning and thinking and not at all about polished writing.


