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	Syllabus:  ENGL 1050                           Spring 2007
	


	
	

	Room:
	Dunbar Hall, Room 2208


	Meeting Times:
	Tuesday and Thursday 10:00-11:50



	Instructors: 


	Kristin Denslow

Office: Sprau Tower 810

Office Hours: By appointment
Email: kristindenslow@hotmail.com
Joyce Walker
Office: Sprau Tower 610

Office Hours: By appointment

Email: reenste@gmail.com



	Course Materials: 
	Required:

The Norton Field Guide to Writing with Readings (2006). Richard Bullock. W.W. Norton & Company, Inc. New York.

$5.00 card for photocopies (can be purchased at WMU bookstore)



	Course Description:
	ENGL 1050 is a 4 -credit Freshman level course in which students develop their understanding of the ways that literate activity is situated through both local improvisations and the mediation of historically-provided tools and practices. Students produce a range of academic and non-academic texts, applying knowledge of composing processes, rhetorical strategies, genre requirements, and textual conventions such as grammatical structure, style, and visual/structural design. Students also learn to analyze and map the different components of literate activity (production, representation, distribution, reception, and socialization) and to produce texts that take into account the complex interactions of these components in specific writing/composing tasks.



	Course Objectives:
	Participants in Thought & Writing (ENGL 1050) will be encouraged to read and discuss texts that examine concepts of research and writing in school and “real world” settings. This course will demand that students ask themselves questions as writers, readers, and scholars. Participants will examine their own writing as well as that of others in order to analyze the ways in which humans produce texts. 



	Course Requirements:
	PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS:

Project 1: Researching Genre Research Paper
For the first project, students will research a genre of their choice. Any genre will suffice as long as it is not in the Norton Field Guide. Students will write a paper about the history of that genre, how it evolved, the audience it is aimed at, and the key features of the genre. 

Project 2: Editorial Analysis
This second project aims at an audience outside of the 1050 classroom. Students will write an analysis that could be sent in for submission to a publication, such as a printed article or a review of a book or movie. Students will choose the type of analysis they will write and they will also research the publication in which it might be printed. 

Project 3: Marketing Project
Students will work in groups to create a marketing campaign targeting an assigned audience. Each group will create a marketing plan to present to the class for comments. Then, the group will produce a campaign, which could include print and visual advertising. 

Project 4: Alternative Project (Choose your own)
The final project will culminate previous discussions on audience. Students will choose their own projects and audiences. After its completion, students will present their projects to the class.

MAJOR DUE DATES:

Project 1: February 7
Project 2: February 28
Project 3: April 3
Project 4: April 17
All projects are due at the beginning of class on their respective due dates. 
PROJECTS LIGHT:

Each week throughout the semester, students will complete assignments designed to help them think about the issues in the class, and to learn critical skills that may help them in completing class projects. These project lights will be turned in with the projects with which they correspond.
BLOGGING:

Students will participate in a group online blogging community throughout the term. Each week selected students will post to the group blog. Students not assigned to post on a given week are responsible to comment and participate in the community space.

PARTICIPATION:

Daily class participation will be expected of all class participants. This participation includes coming ready to class with appropriate materials, completing all assignments, and reading the materials assigned for each class. In addition, students should demonstrate a willingness to discuss issues openly and with respect for others. 

The participation grade will also include grammar and vocabulary exercises as well as active participation in peer review. Students will engage in peer review at several points in the course. These reviews may require students to provide multiple copies of their work. Participants will be expected to attend all peer review sessions, and to bring work for review to each session. If a student must miss class during a peer review session, he or she must legitimize the absence with the instructor(s).  



	Grading Policies & Procedures:
	GRADING AND PERCENTAGES

The course grading will be based on the following percentages:

A           93-100

B/A       87-92

B           83-86

C/B       77-82

C           73-76

D/C      67-72

D           60-66

F            59 and below

OVERALL COURSE GRADE

The overall course grade will be based on the following percentages:

Project 1: 20%
Project 2: 20%
Project 3: 20%
Project 4: 20%
Participation: 10%
Blogging: 5%

Final: 5%

ATTENDANCE AND LATE WORK

As active participants in the process of writing and revision, you must attend class every day. You are allowed a maximum of three absences for legitimate reasons before being penalized. For every absence after the third, irrespective of cause, your final grade drops by 3% for each additional absence. A student with 5 absences whose overall grade at the end of the term is a 93% will lose 6%. Thus, the final grade will be an 87%. You will not be allowed to submit a paper, resulting in a missing paper, if you have missed three or more class periods within one paper cycle.

Late work will not be accepted without prior communication to the instructor. Students who do not turn in short assignments on the day they are due will not be allowed to include those assignments in their project portfolios.

That said; do not waste your absences. Make allowances for situations beyond your control. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor in the event of an absence from class. If there are especially extenuating circumstances, please contact the instructor for arrangements. 



	Academic Honesty Policy:
	You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate Catalog that pertain to Academic Honesty. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test. 

Plagiarism: Definition: Plagiarism is intentionally, knowingly, or carelessly presenting the work of another as one's own (i.e., without proper acknowledgement of the source). The sole exception to the requirement of acknowledging sources is when the ideas, information, etc. are common knowledge. 

Note:  The full WMU academic policy statement of student’s rights and responsibilities can be found here: http://catalog.wmich.edu/content.php?catoid=7&page=09_students_rights_and_responsibilties.html


	Course Rules:
	Each student has the right to his or her opinion on any subject and this classroom will be a safe place to explore these opinions. Rudeness will NOT be tolerated in any form. Each student is expected to treat all others with respect. Students exhibiting rudeness or other disruptive behaviors may be asked to leave. If you have any questions about the University policies on conduct, please refer to the following website:

http://catalog.wmich.edu/content.php?catoid=7&page=09_students_rights_and_responsibilties.html#code_of_hono
Students are encouraged to contact the instructors with any concerns or questions throughout the course. 

Cell phones are not allowed in class. Please turn them off. 

Technology will be a pert of this class. Students are expected to use this technology responsibly.



	Students with Disabilities:
	Western Michigan University provides academic assistance for Students with Disabilities, including the technical, academic, and emotional support necessary to achieve academic and personal success. Course related assistance and academic accommodations are provided to eligible students with documented disabilities. Services may include advocacy, reader services, interpreters, alternate exam administration, and note takers. Adaptive equipment is also available. Students are encouraged to contact one of the following offices: 

· Disabled Student Resources and Services (DSRS), 387-2116, serves students who have documented physical and psychiatric disabilities. 

· The Office of Services for Students with Learning Disabilities (OSSLD), 387-4411, serves students who have documented learning disabilities and related emotional issues. 

· The Office of Institutional Equity (OIE), 387-8880, acts affirmatively on behalf of qualified persons who have disability related compliance issues in accordance with Federal and State guidelines and regulations.

 NOTE:  If you have questions regarding access to the materials for this course, you should contact the instructor immediately.




