Punctuation Review
Independent Clause- a full, complete sentence that stands on its own.

· Kevin Smith has directed a number of interesting movies.

Dependent Clause- an incomplete sentence or a fragment

· Because Kevin Smith has directed a number of interesting movies.

Coordinating Conjunctions (or FANBOYS)- short words that connect two independent clauses and must be used with a comma = For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So
· Kevin Smith has directed a number of interesting movies, but only a few are well-known.

Conjunctive Adverbs- words or phrases that join two independent clauses, typically with a semicolon, and are used as a transition to show the relationship between the two clauses = thus, therefore, as a result, meanwhile, in addition, also, likewise, etc.
· Kevin Smith has directed a number of interesting movies; as a result, I own all of his movies. 
· The comma is needed after the conjunctive adverb if it is MORE than one syllable in length. 
Subordinating Conjunctions- words that make an independent clause dependent = when, after, before, if, while
· While Kevin Smith has directed a number of interesting movies, he primarily has just a cult following.

1. If the sentence begins with a dependent clause and is followed by an independent clause (as in the sentence above), a comma is used to separate the two. However, if the sentence begins with an independent clause and is followed by a dependent, NO punctuation is needed. Here’s an example:

· Kevin Smith has directed a number of interesting movies while introducing both trivial and significant topics to his audiences. 

Inserter Commas- commas need to be placed around words or phrases that are unneeded in a sentence

· The game, unfortunately, was rained out. 

1. Since it is not imperative to have the word “unfortunately” in the sentence above (taking it out wouldn’t change the meaning), place inserter commas around it. 

Colons- a colon can only be used at the end of an independent clause and is used to introduce a list or an explanation

· When I went grocery shopping, I picked up a few things: milk, eggs, and coffee.
· The room was a mess: dirty clothes were piled on the chairs, wet towels were thrown on the floor, and an empty pizza box was tossed in the closet.

