High-Order Vs. Low-Order Concerns
This list presents a hierarchy of concerns (high-order vs. low-order) that a writer-and reader-can focus on. The items at the top of the list should be the main focus of paper, while those at the bottom, such as mechanics, are still important but not nearly as much as the high-order concerns. 
Content: The writing presents a creative, interesting, and detailed look at its subject. All claims are backed up with specific examples and support the focus of the essay.

Focus: The writing focuses on a central point that provides insight or understanding for the reader, while simultaneously meeting the demands of the assignment.

Organization: The writing is clearly organized through the appropriate ordering of paragraphs. There are clear, smooth transitions between the introduction, middle paragraphs, and conclusion. All parts of the essay work together as a coherent, whole piece of writing.

Style: The writing reflects careful attention to how it presents content by way of tone, sentence variety, and sentence clarity.

Mechanics: The writing is free of grammatical, typing, spelling, and usage errors.

