Project Two: Genre Research Project

ENGL 1050(section 145)
Instructors:  Joyce R. Walker  reenste@gmsil.com or joyce.walker@wmich.edu 
Kristin Denslow  kristindenslow@hotmail.com
Project Description:  Participants will develop a Norton Field Guide-style report on a genre that is not described in the textbook. Using the genre descriptions in the textbook as a guide, participants will create a new genre description – providing history about the development of the genre, describing its defining features and establishing guidelines for composing.
Project Goals (and its place in the big picture):  The Norton Field Guide offers brief, effective descriptions of an array of different kinds of writing situations and genres. However, it is obviously not complete in its treatment of available genres. For instance, the NFG doesn’t really cover any types of primarily visual genres (e.g., situation comedies, documentary films, movie trailers, etc.).  It also doesn’t include any genres that are a true blend of image and text (e.g., graphic novels, print advertisements, graffiti), or genres that are primarily text but have no accepted academic value ( e.g. IM, labels on food, grocery lists, voice mail messages).  The NFG also doesn’t cover any sub-genres (writing that fits within one of the broader genres they describe but has it’s own unique characteristics). For example, the 5-paragraph essay  is a sub-genre of analytical or argumentative writing but it has some unique features that are not part of other examples of these genres, while a patient’s medical chart is a kind of report, but has very specific elements that wouldn’t be part of other kinds of reports. Finally, the NFG doesn’t really include any discussion of hybridity (genres whose boundaries are unclear – a tattoo, for example is a kind of text, but it is an artistic/aesthetic text like a poem, or religious/spiritual text, or what?).
This project allows you the opportunity to explore, research, describe, and explain a genre. To start out, we’ll look at the way the NFG presents information about genres (the information they include, the headings they use to organize information, etc). However, because the NFG covers a relatively narrow range of genres, you will probably need to do some tweaking to the format of your own genre description in order to include all the information about your selected genre.  For example, we’ll be doing a lot of work to formulate a history of the genre you select, but as you start reading the genres covered by the NFG, you’ll see that it doesn’t include much historic information.
Notes:  

(1) One of the things you’ll definitely want to do if you are doing a visual genre is to look carefully at a CD called IX: Visual Exercises  (you can check this CD out from me). It provides some good language and ideas for thinking about visual texts.

(2) The format and structure the NFG uses for its genre descriptions may be inadequate for your needs you move into genres that are very different from the kinds NFG describes. This fact should illustrate for you the limitations of genre as a way to describe the world. Dividing texts up this way does create nice, tidy boundaries, and it allows you to describe something clearly (what it looks like, what it does, what it is used for), but creating rigid genre boundaries can fail to be helpful when you are trying to compose something that is very new, or doesn’t have fixed boundaries that control what it can be.

Overall, the goals for this project are for us to discuss the ways that that idea of genre is useful (or not) for describing texts-in-the-world, to consider how visual or aural or hybrid texts might be defined and described, and to develop the skills at researching and considering complex ideas through writing. Finally, we will use your projects to discuss how the study of genre (as a point in the process of literate activity ) can help you to understand writing assignments and projects that you may encounter in the academy and the world.  We’ll also be learning about and practicing some basic skills and processes (like creating categories, classifying information, comparing and contrasting, etc.).
Idea Generation:  In order to be successful with this project, your genre will need create boundaries that define what your genre is (and isn’t), but you’ll still have a wide range of ideas to choose from. You might consider a “big”  genre category (like hip-hop music or swing music) or a very limited and specific genre (like newspaper op/ed pieces).  The most important factor in a successful choice for this project is a genre that has a rich history.  The more complex and interesting the genres’ development is, the more complicated it’s boundaries are, the more you’ll have to write about.
Projects Light:


	Writing Auto-ethnography (Analyzing the boundaries, potential value, audience impact, etc. of a personal text)

	This exercise will help you to begin thinking about what defines a genre and the ways you’ve learned to understand genres as you’ve composed various kinds of texts.


	Exercises in Classifying & Dividing and Comparing & Contrasting 
	 This exercise will help you practice important skills needed for this project.


	Project Proposal
	1 page (typed) describing your project, which will include a description of how your report categories compare the the NFG genre descriptions.


	Media Exercise
	Is media a tool? A technology? Could it be a genre? This exercise will help us consider the role of technological tools in the shaping of genre.


	Genre Description Beta Testing
	For this exercise a “tester” will attempt to make use of your description to envision a writing project.



	Researching Genre History & timeline:
	This will be a timeline of your genre’s history or significant development or critical identification.


Project Portfolio:  Remember that ALL of the “projects light” as well as the project itself need to be included in your project portfolio (except if you miss the day a projects light is discussed in class you can’t include it). So be sure to keep copies of all of the work that you do. The best way to make sure that you don’t forget anything is to keep everything together in one packet.
Grading Criteria: While the class will develop the final grading rubric for this project, Kristin and I can offer the following guidelines, which may be useful as you brainstorm your project and develop your ideas:
· The selection of an appropriate genre.
· The quality and depth of the research process (as evidenced in your final genre description).
· The author’s ability to negotiate the Norton Field Guide’s format for describing genres and alter this format to best fit the attributes of his/her selected genre.
· The author’s ability to explore the complex history and development of a genre. This project shouldn’t really be TOO straightforward, and your writing should reflect your understanding of that complexity.
· Grammatical correctness, appropriate sentence structure, style, and voice (whether following the Norton Field Guide or somehow spoofing it, your choices of grammar, style and ton need to be consistent and appropriate).
Author’s Notes:  Your author’s notes for this project should include the following

· A discussion of your adaptation of the “genre description” to fit the needs of your selected genre (you can use your project proposal as the foundation for this discussion).
· A brief summary of the most significant and interesting source material you used for the project. (this should be in the form of an annotated bibliography see description of  annotated bibliography in NFG)
· An example of the genre you’ve selected
· A summary of your review comments with notes on effectiveness of peer review and names of reviewers

· A Work Hours summary (explaining the work you did on the project and how much time it took).
Readings, Activities, and Due Dates:   
	Date
	Stuff Due on the Date (this means the things in this category are what should be complete and ready the beginning of this class-date on the left)
	Activities that Day (this is just a general outline of what we’ll be doing each day – it’s subject to change)

	Thursday, January 10
	· Draft of genre auto-ethnography 
· READING: excerpt from “sorting things out” (handout)
· Draft of personal profile
	· Work on group profiles
· Introduce Live Journal

· Introduce Project One

· Work on genre auto-ethnographies



	Tuesday, January 15
	· Completed auto-ethnography due at beginning of class (√ ☺)

· Completed Group Profiles should be emailed to gang leader (Kristin or Joyce) before class begins.

· READING:  NFG  “classifying and dividing – chapter 31, 260-265); “comparing and contrasting, Chapter 32, 266-274. 
· READING:  Visit these sites:
http://www.prwatch.org/NFNPDFExt6.pdf “Fake TV news: Widespread and Undisclosed” Diane Farsetta and Daniel Price, Center for Media and Democracy. April 6, 2006
http://scan.net.au/scan/journal/display.php?journal_id=73 “The Daily Show, Crossfire, and the Will to Truth”  Megan Boler, Journal of Media Arts Culture.

The Daily Show: http://www.comedycentral.com/shows/the_daily_show/index.jhtml 
RocketBoom (with Joanne Colan) http://www.rocketboom.com/  

	· Grammar & Vocabulary
· Discuss readings

· Work on CCDD exercise and complete in class (√ ●)

· Discuss the project proposal and do idea generation in gangs


	Thursday, January 17
	· 1st Live Journal Entries should be completed before class begins
· Drafts (●) of project proposals should be completed for class.
· READING:  NFG, “meet joe blog” by Lev Grossman. pp.555-560. 


	· Live Journal discussion (create criteria for live journal entries and participation

· Revise project proposals in class (email to gang leader by class end √ ☺)



	Tuesday, January 22
	· READING: NFG “annotated bibliographies,” chapter 12, pp 112-119.
· READING: (Handout) “Expanding the New Literacy Studies: Using Photographs to explore literacy as social practice.” Mary Hamilton.  In Situated Literacies: Reading and Writing in Context.  David Barton, Mary Hamilton and Roz Ivanic, Eds.  London: Routledge, 2000. pp. 16-34.


	· Grammar & Vocabulary

· Return Proposals/discuss them
· Discuss reading
· Discussion of how to “do research” for this project and how to create an annotated bibliography for author’s notes


	Thursday, January 24
	· 2nd Live Journal Entries should be completed before class begins (2nd gang posts, other gangs respond)

	· Live Journal Discussion

· Reading and research Quiz I 

· In class Media Exercise (√☼)

· Introduce genre timeline activity (discuss types of research needed)


	Tuesday, January 29
	· Complete the necessary research for genre timeline activity and bring to class.
	· Grammar and Vocabulary

· Develop grading criteria for genre research project
· Work on genre timelines finish in class (√☼)



	Thursday, January 31
	· 3rd Live Journal Entries should be completed before class begins (3rd gang posts, other gangs respond)

· Rough Draft of project due in class

	· Live Journal discussion

· Peer review

· Discuss how to create peer review summaries for Author’s Notes

· Introduce genre beta-testing activity


	Tuesday February 5th
	· Beta-testing activity  should be completed (notes)
· A draft of peer review summaries should be compiled and ready to discuss in class
	· Grammar and Vocabulary

· Discuss beta-testing activity.  Write up notes in class (√☼)
· Discussion of Peer Review summaries
· Questions about project completion?
· Introduce project 2 (handout)


	Thursday, February 7th
	Project One and Author’s Notes due in class
	Activity (TBA for project 2)


