Final Assessment Activity


Identifying Genre
Bottom of Form

1. Using specific examples from class discussions about genre, explain your understanding of how genres are identified, constructed, produced.

2. Select one of your major projects and describe how you understand the “genre” (or genres) for that project. You should provide specific examples from the text of your project to illustrate your points, and be sure to thoroughly describe the choices you made regarding complying (or not) with the genre in your writing.


Organizing Information in Multiple Genres
3. Respond to one of the following writing situations:   Imagine you need to produce a text about one of the following topics (choose only one). Explain (in detail) the decisions you might need to make regarding technology or media – What tools would you use to create the text?  What tools/or venues might you use to distribute it? Keep in mind there is really no “correct” answer for this question – only examples of sound choices made for good reasons.  

Note #1:  Please explain in as much detail as possible. You can use examples from choices you made on projects during the semester – if applicable – to illustrate how these decisions can have important effects on the text one produces.

Note #2:  Be sure to consider who the audience would be for this hypothetical document, and how that might affect your choices.


Flexible Research Skills

4. Using one of the examples below (choose only one) discuss the resources you would/could use to find out about this topic.  Think about the various kind of genres/or scenarios in which this information might be researched (for what kinds of texts and for what kinds of goals). Describe (in as much detail as possible) some (or all) of the following issues:

a. where you would go (physically or digitally) to find out about this topic

b. what kinds of technologies or media might you make use of in your search

c. who are some of the people you might gather information from (either as informants or as experts)

d. How would you decide what kind of information is applicable to your project?

e. What criteria would you use to make decisions about the types of information that would be useful or valid for this project.

f. Discuss one or more possibilities for the kind of text you might actually create using information you’ve gathered on this topic.


Using Citation Formats and Citing Source Material in Multiple Genres

5. Explore how citation functions within one of your projects from this semester.    Why was this essay cited in this way?   If the essay did not use formal citation, how did you show that you had the necessary authority to talk about the subject?

6. Describe your understanding of how formal citations work within an essay….how do they help to create an argument? How do they support arguments?




Think about how you understood and made decisions bout the following components of your essay:


Use of language


Use of description,  argument,  or analysis.  Did you use any of these approaches?  How? How did your use comply (or not) with the expectations of the genre?


Use of a specific tone or style of language


Use of a specific way of organizing the text (conceptually or visually). For example, transition sentences, headers, or other organization structures











Topics:





a love letter or a letter of affection


a “research-based,” analytical paper on a topic in music or art


A how-to about using the WMU library website


A chapter of the Norton Field Guide on the genre of speech writing


An argument for a change in some policy or practice within a community





the current U.S. economic crisis


the upcoming (2008) presidential election


potential careers in your major or area of study


the body of work of a particular author/filmmaker/artist


the causes of and treatments for autism


the cultural/community values/rituals/beliefs of a particular group





You’ll want to make these more specific before you begin to answer the questions.








