Writing Assignment #2: Analyzing a Local Culture through Ethnographic Study by Providing a Personal Definition
Ethnography is a method of studying and learning about a person or group of people. 

For this paper you will become an ethnographer and give your definition of what you think constitutes a particular group of people. You will study a small group of subjects in their own environment. You will observe the culture of this group.  Your job is to identify, describe, and analyze either a group you belong to or one that you are interested in learning more about. You might look at ways in which the group members communicate with each other and outsiders. How do they dress? How is the group structured? Is there a leader? What behaviors are unique to this specific group and what do these behaviors tell you about its members? What is the habitat (gathering place) of the group? What kind of artifacts do group members surround themselves with? Does the group have any symbols? What do they mean? Really anything that helps the reader gain a better understanding of the group’s culture and why its members behave in a certain way is relevant to this paper. 

By choosing certain behaviors and objects listed above to focus on, you will be providing your own personal definition of your chosen group. Since everyone has a different idea of what a term means -for example, when someone says the word “family”, one person thinks of a happy group consisting of a mother, father, two children, and maybe even a dog while another person can hear the same word and think of nothing but a negative connotation since their own family situation was not ideal-there is no right or wrong answer. The supporting points will simply consist of your observations and analysis and how you “define” this particular group of people. 
Requirements

· 1-2 page paper (follow the five paragraph essay structure)

· Must have credible and supportable thesis statement along with clear topic sentences

· Must be written with a specific audience in mind (We will cover this in class.)

Due Dates:

Wednesday, October 3rd 
Receive Assignment Sheet and Discuss

Wednesday, October 17th 
Peer Review = Bring 3 Copies of your Draft or an online version

Monday, October 22nd 
Individual Conferences
Wednesday, October 24th 
Paper is due. You can either email to me at stemalya@kellogg.edu
Or leave it in one of my two mailboxes on campus in The Learning Place and the English office

