 

Audience 
Your audience must be seriously considered and catered to when as you plan and draft your essays. Whether it's an academic audience (classmates or professors), or a professional audience (your boss, your customers, or a client) you want to be sure to use the right tone, the right words, or the right concepts to speak to them. The sources you use would differ (a trade journal as opposed to an academic journal). One source might be more appealing to one client while completely turning off another. So it's important to have a grasp on who your audience is.

Other considerations need to be made for your audience. You would not use the same tone of voice to speak to 1st graders as you would 9th graders; likewise, you would be sure to recognize the difference between writing and email to your friends and writing an essay for your class. Your grammar, spelling, formatting and word-choice would all be drastically different. When considering your audience, keep some of the following questions in mind. Try to list a few questions of your own to use when considering an audience for your essay.

Who would enjoy reading my essay?

Who might learn something from my essay?

Who is interested in this topic?

Who should be persuaded to think or act in the way my essay recommends?

Who needs to read what I have to say?

            What does he or she already know about my topic?

            How interested, or invested, might my reader be?

            Are there strong emotions likely to be aroused within my reader?

How will my reader’s age, gender, level of education, income, job, family, politics, etc. affect their reaction to my writing?

 

Purpose 
Once you've considered your audience, determine your purpose for communicating with your audience. What is it you are trying to accomplish? When considering your purpose for your essay, keep in mind some of the following purposes. List a few possible purposes of your own to use when determining your purpose for your essay.

To entertain

Relate and experience

Relate a feeling or emotion

Inform about an interesting, terrible, humorous, enlightening point or idea, etc.

To persuade the reader to think of believe a certain idea, or a certain way
Choosing Style and Tone

Review the sentences below. Each uses a different style of writing to describe a situation. 
Discuss in your group the following questions. Be prepared to explain your answers to the class.

What appears to be the tone the author uses?

What is the message the author’s style is sending to the audience?

What role does his style of writing play in determining the tone and the message?

What audience is this style of writing most likely to appeal to? To turn off or disgust?

A whole lot of folks wept and knelt in prayer for John Paul II at his funeral.
The New York Times is reporting that over 1 million Catholic worshippers have gathered to pay their respects on the day of Pope John Paul II's funeral.
Millions of suckers around the world were praying for the dead pope just before they dumped him in the ground.
It was the day of the funeral of one of the greatest leaders of our times. Millions of followers in mourning had said prayers and did pay their last respects to the man who had been a moral beacon for the world for several decades.
On a golden and solemn Monday morning, the day of the funeral of our beloved pope, John Paul II, a light breeze lifted the prayers of millions of Catholic worshippers and settled them in the heavens at the feet of God.

Revising for Style and Tone
*Rewrite these sentences from the style they use to the style indicated.*

There is no doubt in my mind that the mental institution that comprises the primary setting of the narrative is intended as a metaphor of societal oppression.
Academic analysis to street slang. Explain the changes you made.
 

January marks peak season for faith-based financial counselors, who typically face a surge of repentant spenders at the start of the new year.
Journalism to academic analysis. Explain the changes you made.

 

In order to assure proper folic acid intake women should consume about 400 mg daily before pregnancy .  Women who are already at risk for spinal cord defect, such as with an hereditary background, need to consume at least 4000 mg before pregnancy (Krishnaswamy & Nair, 2001).
Research writing to personal writing.
 

 

 

